
“Peter’s concise confession —“You are the Messiah, the Christ”—focused the faith of the disciples on Jesus as 
God among us, in person, carrying out the eternal work of salvation. Peter seems to have been a natural 
leader, commanding the respect of his peers by sheer force of personality. In every listing of Jesus’ disciples, 
Peter’s name is invariably first. 

In the early church, his influence was enormous and acknowledged by all. By virtue of his position, he is easily 
the most powerful figure in the Christian community. And his energetic preaching, ardent prayer, bold healing, 
and wise direction confirmed the trust placed in him. 

The way Peter handled himself in that position of power is even more impressive than the power itself. He 
stayed out of the center, didn’t ‘wield’ power, maintained a scrupulous subordination to Jesus. Given his 
charismatic personality and well-deserved position at the head, he could easily have taken over, using the 
prominence of his association with Jesus to promote himself. That he didn’t do it, given the frequency with 
which spiritual leaders do exactly that, is impressive. Peter is a breath of fresh air. 

The two letters Peter wrote exhibit the qualities of Jesus that the Holy Spirit shaped in him: a readiness to 
embrace suffering rather than prestige, a wisdom developed from experience and not imposed from a book, a 
humility that lacked nothing in vigor or imagination. From what we know of earthly stories of Peter, he had in 
him all the makings of a bully. That he didn’t become a bully (and religious bullies are the worst kind) but rather 
the boldly confident and humbly self-effacing servant of Jesus Christ that we discern in these letters, is a 
compelling witness to what he himself describes as ‘brand-new life, with everything to live for.’”

For more introductory material on 1 Peter, visit https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-
bible/intro-to-1-peter/

Read 1 Peter 2



Opening
• On which house or apartment have you spent the most time doing improvements, decorating, etc?
• Growing up, who was the authority figure in your family? How was disobedience handled?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• What process is God undertaking in the lives of believers? What does it mean to you to be a part of this 

“spiritual house” (v. 5)?
• In what ways is Christ “a stone that causes men to stumble” (v.8)?
• By what various names does Peter call Christians in this passage? Which of these terms can you relate to 

the most?
• How does verse 10 put the rest of the passage in perspective?
• According to verses 11-12, how is our new status with God to influence the way we live?
• What has your “spiritual house” felt like lately: A secure castle? A leaky hut? A construction site? Other?
• How are Christians to act toward governmental authority (vv. 13-17)? Why?
• What does Peter mean by “submit yourselves” (v.13)? When it comes to submitting to authority, where do 

you “draw the line”?
• In relation to suffering, verse 21 says, “To this you were called.” What is your reaction to this?
• How can Christ’s example (vv.21-23) help you when you are mistreated? Beyond his example, what 

benefits has Christ’s suffering produced?
• Who are some of the authority figures in your life? How well are you relating to them? What can you do to 

improve?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• How do you respond to Peter’s description of you, and other Christians, in verse9?
• In what dark rooms of your life has God turned on a light?
• Does verse 11 encourage you and relieve your anxiety about temptation, or make you feel defeated? What 

struggle or war within yourself are you facing that only Christ can help you overcome?
• In Peter’s day, persecution and slavery made submission to authority difficult. What conditions today make 

it difficult?
• What should people do whose legal rights are being violated by authority gone bad? Accept suffering? 

Insist on justice? Confront the authority? (see also Mk 11:15-16; 15:1-15; Acts 16:35-37.)

(adapted from the Serendipity Bible and The Invitation by Eugene Peterson)


