
When people become Christians, they don’t at the same moment become nice. This always comes as 
something of a surprise. Conversion to Christ and his ways doesn’t automatically furnish a person with 
impeccable manners and suitable morals.

The people of Corinth had a reputation in the ancient world as an unruly, hard-drinking, sexually promiscuous 
bunch of people. When Paul arrived with the Message and many of them became believers in Jesus, they 
brought their reputations with them right into the church. Paul spent a year and a half with them as their pastor, 
going over the Message of the “good news” in detail, showing them how to live out this new life of salvation 
and holiness as a community of believers. Then he went on his way to other towns and churches.

Sometime alter Paul received a report from one of the Corinthian families that in his absence things had more 
or less fallen apart. He also received a letter from Corinth asking for help. Factions had developed, morals 
were in disrepair, worship had degenerated into s selfish grabbing for the supernatural. It was the kind of thing 
that might have been expected from Corinthians!

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians is a classic of pastoral response: affectionate, firm, clear, and unswerving in 
the conviction that God among them, revealed in Jesus and present in his Holy Spirit, continued to be the 
central issue in their lives, regardless of how much of a mess they had made of things. Paul doesn’t disown 
them as brother and sister Christians, doesn’t throw them out because of their bad behavior, and doesn’t fly 
into a tirade over their irresponsible ways. He takes it all more or less in stride, but also takes them by the hand 
and goes over all the old ground again, directing them in how to work all the glorious details of God’s saving 
love into their love for one another.

For introductory material on 1 Corinthians, visit https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-
bible/intro-to-1-corinthians/

Read 1 Corinthians 13



Opening
• What was one of your favorite love songs when you were a teenager?
• What’s the best “love story” that you know? Is it fiction or real-life?
• When in your life have you felt the most loved? How did that love affect your life? 

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• In verses 1-3, what activities are useless without love?
• In this passage what does Paul say love is? What does Paul say love is not?
• Looking at the description of perfect love in verses 4-7, in which ones of these descriptions are you 

strongest? In which ones are you weakest?
• How do verses 8-10 help to put your church in perspective? Your personal life?
• How does it make you feel that you are “fully known” (v.12) by God?
• How does Jesus’ teaching on loving others from the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5.43-48) or his 

comments on the Greatest Commands (Matthew 22.34-40) impact your reading of this passage?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• How would somebody get better at loving others?
• How does love as described in this chapter compare to love as typically define in our culture?
• Can you love someone even if you don’t “feel” it? Why or why not?
• Choose one of your relationships to think about and ask yourself how your love for that person reflects the 

description of love that Paul gives in this passage. What are a couple of ways you could love this person 
better in the next day or two? 

• What does it mean to you that you will see Jesus face to face?

(adapted from the Serendipity Bible and The Invitation by Eugene Peterson)


