
Before Jesus was taken into heaven where He was enthroned to share God's rule over the world, He 
instructed His followers to be a witness for Him. The book of Acts details their witness.

Jesus' followers received the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and became filled and equipped to spread the good 
news that would restore God's kingdom over the world. Through persecution, the believers were scattered. 
They continued to preach, and the church at Antioch was born.

It grew into the first multiethnic, international church from which missionaries were sent throughout the world to 
preach about Jesus, the messianic Messiah and risen king of all nations. Paul even continued to preach 
despite imprisonment and wrote important letters to the churches.

For more introductory material on Acts, visit https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/
intro-to-acts/

Read Acts 10



Opening
• What dream (or nightmare) has inspired (or haunted) you?
• As a child, what food did you refuse to eat? What foods do you still dislike today?
• Did you grow up isolated from or associating with other ethnic groups? How much contact do you have with 

people from other ethnic groups today?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• What is Cornelius like (vv.1-20)?  Since he is part of an occupying army, what is unusual about him? About 

his encounter with God?
• Look at Leviticus 11:4-7, 13-19 and 29-30. With these restrictions, how do you think Peter felt when he 

heard the voice ordering him to eat these animals? Why was it repeated three times? What would the new 
principle given in verse 15 mean to him? How does it fit with the story of Cornelius (vv.1-10, 23-24)?

• How might Peter feel when the men sent by Cornelius showed up?
• Given Peter’s experience in verses 9-23 and what you know of Cornelius, how do you think each man was 

feeling as they greeted one another?
• Jews regarded even people like Cornelius as pagans, unless they fully submitted to Jewish practices. 

Hence, what would verse 28 have meant to Cornelius? Why is the story of Cornelius so important in Acts?
• What is the main point in Peter’s sermon? How does that compare with his sermons in 2:36-39 and 

3:17-23? From these sermons, what do you see as central to the Gospel message?
• In light of the astonished reaction of Jews in verse 45, what did it mean that the Gentiles could speak in 

tongues? How does this reinforce Peter’s private vision in 10:9-23?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• Are you very “God-fearing”? If evaluated by how you treated others this week, what would they say? 
• How does Cornelius’ life challenge you?
• What principles or beliefs do you hold that limit to reach out to people “different” from you? How would 

others around you feel if you moved beyond these limits? What new relationships has God give you 
recently? How has he brought these people into your life? How have you influenced each other?

• Using this story, how would you respond to the question: “Can people who have never heard the gospel be 
saved?” If your answer is yes, why then did God send Peter to preach (see also 11:14)? If it is no, how do 
you explain verses 34-35?

• Consider the makeup of your church (ethnically, socially, politically, age-wise, etc) Are there some people 
who would just assume that your church is not for them? Are there some forms of practices you could 
change to remove those barriers? How would you feel about making those changes?

(adapted from the Serendipity Bible and The Invitation by Eugene Peterson)


