
Most of us, most of the time, feel left out-misfits. We don’t belong. Others seem to be so confident, so sure of 
themselves, “insiders” who know the ropes, old hands in a club from which we are excluded. 

One of the ways we have of responding to this is to form our own club, or join one that will have us. Here is at 
least one place where we are “in” and the others “out.” The clubs range from informal to formal in gatherings 
that are variously political, social, cultural, and economic. But the one thing they have in common is the 
principal of exclusion. Identity or worth is achieved by excluding all but the chosen. The terrible price we pay 
for keeping all those other people out so we can savor the sweetness of being insiders is a reduction of reality, 
a shrinkage of life. 

Nowhere is this price more terrible than when it is paid in the cause of religion. But religion has a long history of 
doing just that, of reducing the huge mysteries of God to the respectability of club rules, of shrinking the vast 
human community to a “membership.” But with God there are no outsiders. Luke is a most vigorous champion 
of the outsider. An outsider himself, the only Gentile in an all-Jewish cast of New Testament writers, he shows 
how Jesus includes those who typically were treated as outsiders by the religious establishment of the day: 
women, common laborers (sheepherders), the racially different (Samaritans), the poor. He will not 
countenance religion as a club. As Luke tells the story, all of us who have found ourselves on the outside 
looking in on life with no hope of gaining entrance (and who of us hasn’t felt it?) now find the doors wide open, 
found and welcomed by God in Jesus. 

For more introductory material on Luke, visit https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/
intro-to-luke/

Read Luke 15



Opening
• What of your possessions were recently lost? Recently found?
• Where are you in birth order of your family?
• How old were you when you left home? Where did you go? What did you do?
• Were you emotionally and spiritually ready to leave home?
• Who was the “obedient one” in your family? Who was the “wild one”?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• Who is in Jesus’ audience? How do they respond to him? 
• How does Jesus’ parable of the sheep relate to the muttering of the Pharisees? What is Jesus’ point (v.7)?
• How do you picture the woman searching for her money in verses 8-9? What is Jesus’ point here?
• From your own perspective, what caused the younger brother to want to leave the home?
• If you had been the father, would you have given him his inheritance early?
• If you had been the father would you have gone to look for the son in a far country? 
• What caused the younger brother to “come to his senses”?
• Do you think the father was wise in throwing a party when the son returned? 
• How do you think the older son felt when heard about the party?
• What prevent the older brother from coming to the homecoming party?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• Have you ever strayed from the Christian faith? How did God bring you back?
• How do these stories make you feel about your value to God?
• How could these stories affect your relationships with those you know who wander from the faith?
• Of the two brothers, which remind you of your own story?
• Where are you right now in your relationship with your parents?
• Spiritually, which brother reminds you of your spiritual pilgrimage?
• In your spiritual pilgrimage, what do you identify as your “far country” time?
• Where are you right now in your spiritual pilgrimage?
• If you had to go to one of the two brothers with a deep personal problem, who would you choose?
• What is it going to take to get you to “the party”?
• When is the last time you really had a “wild party” with Jesus?

(adapted from the Serendipity Bible and The Invitation by Eugene Peterson)


