
The story of Jesus doesn’t begin with Jesus. God had been at work for a long time. Salvation, which is the 
main business of Jesus, is an old business. Jesus is coming together in final form of themes and energies and 
movements that had been set in motion before the foundation of the world.

Matthew opens the New Testament by setting the local story of Jesus in its world historical context. He makes 
sure that as we read his account of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we see the connections 
with everything that has gone before. “Fulfilled” is one of the Matthew’s characteristic verbs; such as such 
happened “that it might be fulfilled.” Jesus is unique, but is in not odd.

Better yet, Matthew tells the story in such a way that not only is everything previous to us completed in Jesus; 
we are completed in Jesus; we are completed in Jesus. Every day we wake up in the middle of something that 
is already going on, that has been going on for a long time: genealogy and geology, history and culture, the 
cosmos—God. We are neither accidental or incidental to the story. We get orientation, briefing, background, 
reassurance.

Matthew provides the comprehensive context by which we see all God’s creation and salvation completed in 
Jesus, and all the parts of our lives—work, family, friends, memories, dreams—also completed in Jesus. 
Lacking such a context, we are in danger of seeing Jesus as a mere diversion from the concerns announced in 
the newspapers. Nothing could be further from the truth.

For more introductory material on Matthew, visit https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-
bible/intro-to-matthew/

Read Matthew 22



Opening
• What is the most unusual ceremony you have seen at a wedding?
• What one phrase best sums up what America is all about?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• How is Jesus talking about the kingdom of heaven in this chapter? What is significant about him using a 

parable to describe his kingdom?
• Who is Jesus telling this parable to? How is that significant?
• Why is this banquet held?
• What do you learn about those originally invited? What is so surprising about their response?
• Who did the king eventually invite? Why?
• What is the problem with one guest (vv. 11-12)? What does it mean to be in the king’s presence “without 

wedding clothes”? Why is this ill-clad guest banished?
• What does this parable suggest about the kingdom?
• What distinctions are made about the kingdom? What do these distinctions tell you about the 

kingdom of Jesus?
• What would the social or political consequences have been if Jesus simply said “Pay Caesar”? “Don’t 

pay”?
• What does Jesus mean by his answer (v.21)? What should we give to God?
• Paying taxes is relatively easy to account for. How do you account for giving to God what is God’s?
• How can loving God and loving others be commanded? Is it really love if it is an obligation or a duty?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• When did Jesus first call you to the banquet? How did you respond initially? How many other times did he 

invite you?
• Whom do you identify with in this story? Why?
• In your life, what belongs to Caesar? To God?

• Family
• Finances
• Work
• Play
• Friends

• How well are you giving to each?
• How would you know that you were giving these things to God?

(adapted from the Serendipity Bible and The Invitation by Eugene Peterson)


