
Catastrophe strikes and a person's world falls apart. People respond variously, but two of the more common 
responses are denial and despair. Denial refuses to acknowledge the catastrophe. It shuts its eyes tight or 
looks the other way; it manages to act as if everything is going to be just fine; it takes refuge in distractions and 
lies and fantasies. Despair is paralyzed by the catastrophe and accepts it as the end of the world. It is unwilling 
to do anything, concluding that life for all intents and purposes is over. Despair listlessly closes its eyes to a 
world in which all the color has drained out, a world gone dead. 

Among biblical writers, Ezekiel is our master at dealing with catastrophe. When catastrophe struck - it was the 
sixth-century B.C. invasion of Israel by Babylon - denial was the primary response. Ezekiel found himself living 
among a people of God who (astonishingly similar to us!) stubbornly refused to see what was right before their 
eyes (the denial crowd). There were also some who were unwilling to see anything other than what was right 
before their eyes (the despair crowd). 

But Ezekiel saw. He saw what the people with whom he lived either couldn't or wouldn't see. He saw in wild 
and unforgettable table images, elaborated in exuberant detail - God at work in a catastrophic era: fearsome 
creatures (Ezekiel 1), an edible book (Ezekiel 2), bones coming to life (Ezekiel 37:1-14). The denial people 
refused to see that the catastrophe was in fact catastrophic. How could it be? God wouldn't let anything that 
bad happen to them. Ezekiel showed them. He showed them that, yes, there was catastrophe, but God was at 
work in the catastrophe, sovereignly using the catastrophe. He showed them so that they would be able to 
embrace God in the worst of times. 

The despair people, overwhelmed by the devastation, refused to see that life was worth living. How could it 
be? They had lost everything, thing, or would soon - country, Temple, freedom, and many, many lives. Ezekiel 
showed them. He showed them that God was and would be at work in the wreckage and rubble, sovereignly 
using the disaster to create a new people of God. 

“This is your Message from GOD, the Master. True, I sent you to the far country and scattered you through 
other lands. All the same, I've provided you a temporary sanctuary in the countries where you've gone. I will 
gather you back from those countries and lands where you've been scattered and give you back the land of 
Israel. You'll come back and clean house, throw out all the rotten images and obscene idols. I'll give you a new 
heart. I'll put a new spirit in you. I'll cut out your stone heart and replace it with a red-blooded, firm-muscled 
heart. Then you'll obey my statutes and be careful to obey my commands. You'll be my people! I'll be your 
God!”  — (Ezekiel 11:16-20)

Whether through denial or despair, the people of God nearly lost their identity as a people of God. But they 
didn't. God's people emerged from that catastrophic century robust and whole. And the reason, in large part, 
was Ezekiel.
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Opening
• Are you afraid of heights? What is the highest spot you’ve visited? Was it man-made or natural?
• Have you or anyone you know had heart surgery? Was it a long ordeal or a quick operation?
• Which institution do you hate to deal with most: Bank? Post Office? Dept. of Motor Vehicles? IRS? 

Supermarket? Social Security? Which bureaucratic group gets the “Heart of Stone Award”?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• Ezekiel 6 was also directed to the mountains of Israel. What was the earlier message? What had happened 

in the mountains of Israel (6:13)?
• In light of the history of God’s actions, why would the Israelites bother with idols in the “high places”? Why 

was idolatry a constant temptation? 
• How would you summarize Ezekiel’s new message to the mountain? Why did he use the same metaphor 

for both the good and bad news?
• What had Israel’s enemies done (v2-3)? What will God do to the nations which plundered Israel (v6-7) 

Wasn’t this God’s will (v17-19)? Is God being fair to Israel’s enemies?
• What did the nations say about God (v20-21)? What motivated God to restore Israel (v21-22)? What’s in a 

name?
• Where will God perform “surgery” on the people of Israel (v24-26)? What changes are on the “table”? What 

will happen to their land (v29-30)? What will they remember (v31)? What did the people do to deserve 
God’s actions (v32)?

• Would Israel become the kind of place you’d want to visit? 
• How do v24-27 shed light on the mission of Jesus (see Jer 31.33; Heb 10.11-16)?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• Does God treat you better than you deserve? Worse? Pretty fair? What does this show you about God’s 

character? 
• Have you experienced any of God’s promises to Israel: 

A. Cleansing?    
B. Stony heart transplant?   
C. Power to obey   
D. Plentiful harvest? 
E. How did it happen? Which would you like to see happen?

• What shape is your heart in right now? 
A. Like a Piece of granite?   
B. Being broken up by some hard blows?   
C. Being softened by the steady “rain” of the spirit?    
D. Other  Why do you describe your like this?

• What fear keeps you from “climbing mountains”? 

Prayer: Ask God to continue to transplant your heart of stone with a heart of flesh. Ask him to help you be 
ready to receive his good news and his call in your life.
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