
READ Jeremiah 29

We live in disruptive times. The decades preceding and following the pivotal third millennium are not exactly 
unprecedented. There have certainly been comparable times of disruption in the past that left everyone reeling, 
wondering what on earth and in heaven was going on. But whatever their occasion or size, troubles require 
attention. Anyone who lives in disruptive times looks for companions who have been through them earlier, 
wanting to know how they went through it, how they made it, what it was like. In looking for a companion who 
has lived through catastrophic disruption and survived with grace, biblical people more often than not come 
upon Jeremiah and receive him as a true, honest, and God-revealing companion for the worst of times, who 
reassures us that, no matter what, God has "never quit loving you and never will" (Jeremiah 31:3).

Opening
• What is the most important letter or card you’ve ever received? Why? Do you still have it?
• Who do you turn to when you’re experiencing challenges of life? Who seems to be the person who is 

always there for you?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• What effect do you think this written Word of God will have on the exiles, as compared with Jeremiah’s 

other words from God, which were usually spoken, sometimes acted out? Why should they pay heed to it 
(v4,19)? 

• What question does Jeremiah answer for the exiles (v5-9,15)? How would this radical concept sound to the 
Hebrews living in refugee camps in Babylon? Would you have prayed for the welfare of your captors?

• Why does Jeremiah debunk those prophesying an early return (v8-9)? What seems to be God’s reason for 
both extending and ending the exile (v10-14)? Is there a catch to this wonderful promise? If so, what?

• What must the exiles be feeling about those living in Jerusalem (v20-23); a) I told you so?   b) Serves them 
right?   c) But for the grace of God, there go I?  d) What-me too!?

• How do Jeremiah’s superiors learn of his letter to the exiles? Why was Jeremiah regarded a madman if his 
prophecies had finally come true? Should Shemiah’s letter come as any surprise to Zephaniah the priest?

• What do the two prophets- Hananiah in Palestine and Shemiah in Babylon- have in common (v31-32; see 
28:15-16)? What clues do you see as to how to spot false prophets?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• Do you think God uses evil to accomplish good: A) Never, at least not in life?  B) Sometimes, as in 

Jeremiah’s life?  C) Always, as in ancient Israel and the early Church? What support for your answer do 
you find in scripture? In personal observation?

• Is there any randomness in life as Jeremiah has experienced it? Explain.
• Have you ever seen God bring good out of bad situations in your life, as in v11-14? What happened? Could 

there have been an easier way to learn that lesson?
• As a “wonderful plan for life,” what do you think v5-7? Do you aspire to something else? What?
• Who might think of you in any sense as a “madman”? Or do you blend in pretty good? 
• Is criticism hard to take? What makes it easier? When’s the last time you gave criticism successfully? 
• Reflect on v5-7. How are you seeking the “peace and prosperity” of the community where you live? The 

family of which you are a part? The place where you work?

Prayer: Ask God to help you trust in his plans for you. Sit silently before the Lord and allow his good will and 
favor for you to soak in and bring you peace.

(adapted from the Serendipity Bible and The Invitation by Eugene Peterson)


