
READ Ecclesiastes 3

Ecclesiastes is a famous - maybe the world's most famous - witness to the experience of futility. The acerbic 
wit catches our attention. The stark honesty compels notice. And people do notice - oh, how they notice! 
Nonreligious and religious alike notice. Unbelievers and believers notice. More than a few of them are 
surprised to find this kind of thing in the Bible. But it is most emphatically and necessarily in the Bible in order 
to call a halt to our various and futile attempts to make something of our lives, so that we can give our full 
attention to God - who God is and what he does to make something of us. It is our propensity to go off on our 
own, trying to be human by our own devices and desires, that makes Ecclesiastes necessary reading. 
Ecclesiastes sweeps our souls clean of all "lifestyle" spiritualities so that we can be ready for God's visitation 
revealed in Jesus Christ.

Opening
• What is the most important date you ever forgot?
• Which are you like at a social event: a) party animal? b) party pooper?  c) hostess helper?  d) wall flower? 
• What was your favorite season as a child? Why? Which is your favorite season now? Why?
• Which childhood pet do you miss most? Is your dead pet in the ground or in “animal heaven”? Why do you 

think so.

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• In the list of opposites (v1-8), is the Teacher describing what is, or prescribing what one should do? Why do 

you think so? 
• What is “the burden God has laid on man? (v10)
• What does it mean to “set eternity in the hearts of men (v11)?
• What is the Teacher encouraging in verses 12-13; Hedonism? Gratitude? Or what?
• Toward what end does all of this point (v14-15)?
• What is meant by “God will call the past to account” (v15)?
• How does the theme of this passage (v16-17) relate to the previous one?
• How are humans like, and unlike, animals?
• How does the “wickedness” in verse 16 relate to this comparison with animals?
• What does this passage teach concerning destiny of humans? Or animals?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• How do you discern between the A+ things and B- things? How about the A+ things and the A- things?
• What “time” is it for you? At what “times” (v1-8) do you doubt that God is in control? 
• Would you rather spend your time fathoming God’s work (v11), doing good (v12), or eating and drinking 

(v13)? Why?
• How do you differentiate enjoying yourself from going too far? Does belief in God’s sovereignty free you to 

enjoy life? How so?
• How does Paul describe his freedom as a Jesus-follower in 1 Corinthians 9.19-27? 
• How do you respond to those who act as if there is no God or final judgement?
• How does the promise of eternal life (Jn 5:24) help you deal with injustice.

Prayer: What season of life are you in? What things are characterizing this season in your life? Bring these 
things before God and ask him to lead you into living well under his reign.

(adapted from the Serendipity Bible and The Invitation by Eugene Peterson)


