
READ Proverbs 1

“Many people think that what's written in the Bible has mostly to do with getting people into heaven - getting 
right with God, saving their eternal souls. It does have to do with that, of course, but not mostly. It is equally 
concerned with living on this earth - living well, living in robust sanity. "On earth as it is in heaven" is Jesus' 
prayer. "Wisdom" is the biblical term for this on-earth-as-it-is-in-heaven everyday living. Wisdom is the art of 
living skillfully in whatever actual conditions we find ourselves…Proverbs concentrates on these concerns 
more than any other book in the Bible. Attention to the here and now is everywhere present in the stories and 
legislation, the prayers and the sermons, that are spread over the thousands of pages of the Bible. Proverbs 
distills it all into riveting images and aphorisms that keep us connected in holy obedience to the ordinary.”

Opening
• What is on your mind in the mornings? What do you read, listen to, watch or eat?
• How does your mom usually greet you? What does she say before you leave?
• What favorite sayings do you recall of your dad’s?
• You’ve been nominated to preach on Laity Sunday. What do you feel qualified to preach on? Would you 

warn people, or comfort them? Why?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• What greets you in this prologue (v1-7)? What grips you? Why? What does “fear of the Lord” mean? Why 

is that the controlling principle of all knowledge?
• How is heeding parental instruction (v8-9) related to verse 7? How does it stand in contrast with the way of 

sinners (v10-19)? 
• What is appealing about the get-rich-quick schemes and peer acceptance? What is wrong with them?
• Would this advice keep a son out of trouble, or get him out of trouble? Why? 
• To whom is verse 17 addressed? What kind of person walks into their own trap? Who should warn them?
• What is the end of all wrongdoing? What does Jesus say about gaining the world but losing one’s soul (Mk 

8:36)?
• If you were a reporter covering “Wisdom’s speech in the town square, what would you say about the 

content? About the tone? About the impact? Would your report be approving or disapproving? 
• How will God laugh (v26-27; also Ps. 2:4; 14:1-4) With tears? Smiles? Vindication? 
• What is the result of rejecting wisdom (v32)? Of receiving wisdom (v33)? Does that seem fair? Why or why 

not?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• Where are you on this road to wisdom: stuck in traffic? Backtracking? Fast lane?  Fool’s alley? Why?
• To what get-rich-quick schemes and peer pressure are you most susceptible today?
• When, if ever, have you been a Town Crier? For what?
• What press coverage would this proverbial town crier be given where you live? Why? Would you tune in or 

turn off? Why? What would get your attention?
• When have you heard “wisdom crying” to you recently? How did you respond? How did you discern that 

what you heard was truly wisdom? If wisdom is so publicly available, why are so many so foolish? What will 
you do to get wise?

• How can this group help you? Where are you needing wisdom now? 

Prayer: As Solomon did, ask God for wisdom. Specifically mention the areas of life, the relationships, the 
challenges you are facing today where you need his wisdom.

(adapted from the Serendipity Bible and The Invitation by Eugene Peterson)


