
READ Job 28

Job suffered. His name is synonymous with suffering. He asked, 'Why?' He asked, 'Why me?' And he put his 
questions to God. He asked his questions persistently, passionately, and eloquently. He refused to take silence 
for an answer. He refused to take clichés for an answer. He refused to let God off the hook. It is not only 
because Job suffered that he is important to us. It is because he suffered in the same ways that we suffer - in 
the vital areas of family, personal health, and material things. Job is also important to us because he 
searchingly questioned and boldly protested his suffering. Indeed, he went 'to the top' with his questions.

Opening
• Recall a time when you were looking to master a certain subject matter in school. Where did you go to find 

what you were looking for? 
• If you were looking for “wisdom” in your hometown, where would you look first? A) the community college  

B) the den of your house   C) the bar scene?   D) your relatives?   E) Sunday school class?      
• How would you know when you found wisdom? 

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• Where, if anywhere, has Job found wisdom in the words of his friends:

A. Through mystical experience?     
B. Theology and historical precedent?     
C. Common Sense?     

• Why not just call God’s actions a mystery and leave it at that?
• If a monetary figure could access how precious wisdom and understanding are to Job (v13-19) what figure 

would you pick? 
• How does one answer Job’s question, “where then does wisdom come from?” (v12,20)?  Does it appear to 

be easily available? Plainly seen? Mysteriously hidden? Divinely revealed? Spiritually discerned? 
Commonly overlooked? 

• With what price tag does wisdom come (v15-19)? 
• What does it mean that God looked, appraised, confirmed, and tested wisdom (v27)?  How is wisdom 

apparent in one’s life (v28)?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• What wisdom have you gained by going through times of suffering?
• What are the advantages and disadvantages of suffering? 
• Do you know anyone who has lost their faith during a time of suffering?
• Do you know anyone who has gained faith during a time of suffering?
• Do you have an experience you are thankful for now even though you would never choose to go through 

again?
• How are understanding are you of the way God is working in your life? If you could see behind heaven’s 

curtain to behold the purpose and rationale behind all the things happening to you, would you keep your 
eyes open or would you turn away? 

• All modesty aside, are you considered a wise person? In what ways? How will you strive to be a wiser and 
more understand person this month? 

Prayer: Pray Psalm 23 together as a group.

(adapted from the Message and the Serendipity Bible)


