
READ Zephaniah 3

When you think about the future, what comes to mind? Next year? Retirement? Heaven? Escape from the 
frustrations of today? No matter what you are going through now, you can look forward to some wonderful 
things, as God made clear through Zephaniah's prophecy.

Opening
• If you were in charge of the future, what would you like to have happen?
• Share an anecdote about when you “took a short cut” after being told by a parent or other adult exactly how 

to do something? What happened as a result? How did you feel about being corrected? What lesson did 
you learn from that experience? 

• What typifies your stance as a youth relating to that heavenly parent? A) My way is Yahweh   B) Any way 
but Yahweh   C) Have it your way, Yahweh? Illustrate

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• After pronouncing judgments on the nations, Zephaniah came back to Judah. Why did God warn his 

people about judgment to come (v1-7)?
• Upon what city does Zephaniah finally focus? What words does he use to describe her?
• What four specific actions highlight her insensitivity to sin? What four leadership groups are singled out 

(v3-4)? In each case, for what? 
• What qualities of God does Zephaniah hold up as a standard for the people? How well have they modeled 

these qualities and held to this standard? 
• How did the people respond to God's warning (v7)?
• With their history and the destruction of neighboring nations, why does Jerusalem ignore God’s gracious 

warning (v6-8)?
• What did God promise his people in the future (v8-20)?
• How is God’s redemption consistent with his righteousness and wrath? Has God changed His mind? Or is 

there some cause-and-effect link operating here? How does this compare with what is happening in 
Matthew 5:5 and Luke 1:52? 

• What will God do for his scattered people to make them more like himself (v19)? What will be the cause for 
their rejoicing “on that day”? How does that compare with why they were once weeping “on that day”? 
(1.10-13)

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• Which promise are you looking forward to the most? Why?
• Which description of God do you need to remember today as you wait for what he has promised in the 

future?
• Try reading this chapter from the perspective of a poor peasant in Latin America or a starving person in 

sub-Saharan Africa. What does the promised Second coming mean to them? To their oppressors? Does it 
mean anything different to you? If so, what? Will you be classed with the rejoicers or with those who trust?

• Throughout Zephaniah there is a pattern of rebellion, restoration, and rejoicing If this book were the story of 
your life in which of those three stages do you find yourself in relation to God? Why?

• Joy will displace mourning and calm will follow the storms of God’s refining fire. How does that square with 
your experience of God? 

• What’s so hard about “accepting correction”? 

Prayer: Look again at the sins mentioned in verse 2, and confess any sins God is warning you about. Thank 
him for what is to come in the future.

(adapted from IVP Press Daily Bible Study and the Serendipity Bible)


