
READ 2 Samuel 12

It often seems easier to cover up our sin than to confess it and accept the consequences. In the previous 
chapter, David sought desperately to hide what he had done. After his plan was frustrated again and again, he 
cold-bloodedly killed the one who threatened to expose his sin. The chapter concluded with the ominous words 
"But the thing David had done displeased the LORD." Then, when David assumes his "problem" is safely 
behind him, Nathan appears with a message from God. This chapter gives us a powerful example of God's 
severe mercy.

Opening
• How do you tend to respond when someone confronts you about something you know you've done wrong?
• When someone else sees something wrong in your life, how would you want them to respond? 

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• Why do you think Nathan tells David a story rather than confronting him directly about his sin (vv. 1-6)?
• Why is the Lord amazed that David despised both him and his word (vv. 7-10)?
• Why does the absence of justice and mercy in Nathan’s account enrage David (vv.5-6)? How could David 

have cultivated contentment and thus avoided coveting? What is Nathan’s perspective on gratitude (vv.
7-9)?

• How is God's justice and mercy revealed in his decision about David's sin (vv. 10-14)?
• How does David’s response to Nathan’s rebuke (v.13; see Ps 51) compare with Saul’s response in similar 

situations (see 1 Sam 13:11-12; 15:13-26)?
• How does David respond to the news that his child is ill (vv. 15-17)?
• After the child dies, how is God's grace again evident in David's life (vv. 23-25)?
• What is God trying to teach David (and us) by the death of David’s son (vv.13b-23)? What other redemptive 

purpose is ultimately accomplished by this severe mercy (vv. 26-31)? What point does this story serve, 
inserted here in this context?

• We normally assume that God disciplines us for our benefit (see Heb 12:5-13). Is God's treatment of David 
an example of beneficial discipline, or is God merely demanding a penalty for David's sin? Explain.

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• Who can you identify with the most in this story? 
• Why is it so difficult for us to be objective about our own sin?
• Who is one “Nathan” in your life? How did you respond when confronted with your sin? Like Saul or like 

David? How so?
• In what ways has a lack of gratitude led you to sin, as it did David? In being reminded of all that God has 

done for you, how might you be kept from deliberate sin?
• The author of Hebrews writes: "No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 

produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it" (12:11). In what 
ways has God's painful discipline had that effect in your life?

• We reap not only what we sow, but also what others have sown. How are you suffering because of what 
your parents or previous generation did wrong? How might your children be suffering likewise? What hope 
do you have that the sins of one generation will not be passed to another?

• How do you imagine the script for this story would have been written if David had confessed his adultery to 
Uriah and God, and had not engaged in any cover-up operation, much less murder?

• What lesson about grief stands out to you the most from this story?
• What have you found helpful in getting over a loss?

Prayer: What is God trying to teach you at this point in your life? Ask him to make you open to his voice.

(adapted from IVP Press Daily Bible Study and the Serendipity Bible)


