
READ Deuteronomy 29

The covenant relationship between God and the Israelites is often characterized as a marriage. This metaphor 
helps to reveal the depth and significance of the commitment between God and Israel as well as the disastrous 
problem that idolatry is in this relationship. In this chapter, consider the terms and warnings that are specified 
through the lens of a marriage contract. While not terribly romantic, they reveal the seriousness of God’s 
commitment to Israel and the seriousness he demands of his people in their commitment to him.

Opening
• Have you ever been to a vow renewal ceremony? What is the significance of a married couple renewing 

their vows?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• Of what does Moses remind the Israelites in verses 2-8? What does each story demonstrate?
• Why was the covenant necessary?  What has Israel not yet understood (v4)? Why?
• What people attended this covenant ceremony (v11)? Who else was it intended for? 
• Upon whom did the covenant depend (v12)? Why? What does this show about the covenant? 
• Look at the plea of verses 16-18? What is the allure of pagan idolatry? How could God’s redemption be so 

easily forgotten or taken for granted? 
• What about their attitude is like a “bitter poison” (v18)?  Why? What happens to the idolater? To the 

community?
• In verses 19-24, who is being warned? Who is held responsible? What will later generations conclude and 

why?
• What memory does Moses recall (see Gen 19:24-25)? Why? What questions will the surrounding people 

ask later (v24)?
• How are verses 25-29 the answer to that question? Does God always reveal the “why” behind his actions? 

When he does reveal certain “secret things” what should be our response (v.29)?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• What memories help keep you faithful to God? How are they like Israel’s memories? If anyone is 

comfortable sharing one of these memories, allow them to do so.
• Are Christian’s susceptible to the “bitter poison” in verses 18-20? Why?
• What is your personal responsibility toward idolatry? Your church’s responsibility?
• What modern idols are popular right now in our culture? What does “worshiping” these idols look like?
• How do we subtly become like whatever we worship- good or bad? How can idols drive a wedge between 

us and God and make us drift away from the covenant community?
• Mark Twain once said, “It’s not the hard-to-understand things in Scripture that make me tremble. Rather, it’s 

those things I do understand.” How does verse 29 reiterate this? What revealed truth, understandable to 
you, will you apply this week?

Prayer: Ask God to gently reveal any idols in your life, anything that receives your worship that isn’t Him. Then 
humbly ask God to help you repent from these idols and help you to fully turn your heart and mind towards Him 
again.
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