
READ Numbers 13.26-14.25

Those who challenge society's standards risk disapproval or even ostracism. We are constantly warned about 
the folly of taking risks. From life insurance to safe long-term investments, we are encouraged to save and 
conserve our resources. While this might be prudent financial advice, it can have a dangerous effect in the 
lives of Christians. We tend to adapt all too easily to a safe and comfortable lifestyle. In our walk with Christ we 
often follow the path of least resistance, avoiding challenges which intimidate us. Today's passage reminds us 
that an essential element of faithfulness to Christ is the willingness to risk. On the threshold of the Promised 
Land the children of Israel are faced with a critical choice. They can opt for the path of least resistance or dare 
to trust their God.

Opening
• When you hear the word “rebel”, what is your first thought? Your second thought? 
• Were you ever a “rebel”? Against who or what were you rebelling?
• What consequences for “rebel behavior “did you suffer as a teenager? Did it feel like you suffered more, or 

less, than your siblings or peers? Did you ever get off scot-free? For what?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• What kind of information does Moses ask the Israelite leaders to gather (13:18-20)? What kind of report do 

you think the people were expecting? How does that compare to the news they got?
• What negative and positive aspects of the land do the spies describe in their report to the Israelite 

community (13:27-29)?
• How does Caleb's perception of the situation (13:30) contrast with that of the other spies (13:31-33)?
• How do the Israelites respond to the conflicting assessments of the land the spies have explored (14:1-4) 

What are the specific complaints made by the Israelites here?
• What do Caleb and Joshua remind the people about their identity (14:8-9)?
• What is significant about God’s display of his “glory” (v10-12)? Do you think God’s anger with the Israelites 

is justified? Why would he want to start over again with Moses? 
• What about God’s character is reflected in the oft-quoted verse 18? Note that this verse is based on the 

Ten Commandments (see Ex 20:5-6; 34:6-7) 
• Are you surprised that God relents? Was Moses able to change God’s mind, or was “Plan B” what God had 

in mind all along, if only Moses would pray for it?
• The Lord is said to have been “tested ten times” (v.22). How many testings can you recall from your 

reading of Exodus and Numbers?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• What “handicap” or difficulties has God helped you to overcome?
• What “giants” are you afraid of in your school or career path? How can these fears harm your attempts to 

achieve your goals?
• What spiritual goals has God given to you? How might your fears keep you from reaching your goal? 
• Rebel Israel would eat its words for 40 years. When have you suffered any such “time out period”? For 

what offense? How did you cope? How did you change as a result? 
• How does the composite picture of God in this story compare to your own experience of him? Where would 

you place yourself in this story? 
• How has God helped you to reach “insurmountable” goals or helped you over “giants” in your path? How 

can you use such past triumphs to overcome your present fears?
• What aspect of following Christ frightens or challenges you the most? God knows your fears and wants to 

comfort you.

Prayer: Ask God to make you a person who is ready to take risks for his sake.

(adapted from IVP Press Daily Bible Study and the Serendipity Bible)


