
READ Leviticus 25

Sabbath is a little strange to our cultural situation. “Days off” are often longed for in word but rarely taken or 
enjoyed in deed. Yet, God put into his creation a rhythm that includes both work and rest. In musical terms, the 
beats of silence are as important as the beats with sound. In life terms, the moments of quiet stillness, of 
playful delight, of time not obviously productive are as important as the moments spent in vocation, work and 
productivity. 

Opening
• If you could take a year off with all expenses paid, what would you like to do?
• Think about how much you owe your creditors right now. How would you feel if someone paid off all your 

debts?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• What would be the direct consequences of this year-long Sabbath (v1-7)? What affects might such land 

management have on Israel’s local economy? On their relationship with God?
• What are the regulations about agricultural land in the 50th year? What would be the immediate 

consequences of these regulations? The long range consequences?
• Why do you think God made these consequences part of his law (v23-24)? Any other reasons?
• Why do you think there is a distinction made between walled cities and villages with regard to the sale and 

redemption of houses (v29-31)? How might eh inherent differences between village and city help to explain 
this law? 

• What does it say about the position of the Levites that they are exempted from the regulation concerning 
sale of property in the city (v23-34)?

• What provisions does God stipulate must happen “if one of your countrymen becomes poor” (v25ff,32ff,
39ff,47ff)? What is the rationale behind these stipulations? How are these designed to help this person and 
retain his dignity? 

• Compare the regulations here which concern “slavery” (v39ff, 44ff): Why do you think God distinguishes 
among Israelites with regard to slavery? If God opposes slavery in Egypt, then why do you think he allows 
them to sell themselves for up to 50 years (v41)? How would this regulation help them maintain their legal 
and social standing in the community (v54-55)? 

• State in your own words the “right of redemption” concerning property and people (v48-53)? What do these 
laws say about the relationship between God and his people? 

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• What most excites you about the Sabbath year principle? If implemented today, what justice and mercy 

would be introduced for migrant workers and refugees? Why don’t more nations and communities do this, 
even on a small scale? 

• What most excites you about the Year of Jubilee? If the Year of Jubilee were to be observed where you 
live, what would be the consequences of such radical economic reform?

• What do you learn from this passage about relations between employer and employee? Lender and 
borrower? Property owner and tenant? Rich and poor? Countrymen and foreigners?

• You have been bought with a price, redeemed by God to become his “servant” (v.55). How do your actions 
demonstrate your redemption (see Rom 6:15-23)? What will you do to remind yourself of your Christian 
“servanthood”?

Prayer: As you think about the personal and community effects of Sabbath, ask God to lead you in bringing 
your life into the God-ordained rhythms of His creation.

(adapted from IVP Press Daily Bible Study and the Serendipity Bible)


