
READ Leviticus 4.1-35

Sin is taken extremely seriously by God. It is sin that brought chaos, destruction and death into God’s very 
good creation. And yet, God still desires an intimate relationship and partnership with the very creatures that 
brought sin into the very good creation. God institutes the sacrificial system as a way to demonstrate both his 
gravely serious view of sin and his deep longing to be intimately connected to human beings. In this passage, 
the details of these sacrifices, while tedious, reveal the attention and intention that God is giving to maintaining 
an intimate relationship with his beloved creatures.

Opening
• “It was an accident, I didn’t mean to do it!” — Where have you heard this most recently…your children, a 

friend or co-worker, your own conscience?
• Have you ever used the logic “What they don’t know won’t hurt them”? What were the real consequences 

of that line of action?
• What childish notion of “sin” do you still have? What do you see as “childish” about it?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• How would you define “unintentional sin” (v1)? How is your definition supported by the examples in 5.1-4? 

If sin that is “unintentional” is still sin by God’s definition, what does that say about God’s law?
• Which different individuals and groups are addressed in this passage (4.3,13,22,27)? What distinguishes 

these groups from each other? How does that impact what they are to sacrifice?
• Why is the sin offering of the priest required in each instance along with their own respective sin offerings?
• Why must the rest of this bull be taken “outside the camp” (v12; 16.26-28; see Heb 13.11-13)?
• How might these sacrifices be part of the reconciliation process between people and God?
• Leviticus repeats the idea that such sacrifices are “an aroma pleasing to God” (1.17; 2.9; 3.5; 4.31). Why 

do you think it pleases him? What does this say about God’s desire for intimate fellowship with us?
• The phrase “will be forgiven (by God)” is repeated nine times. What does that mean? What other repeated 

phrases give you clues to the central concern of this passage? 

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• How does animal sacrifice reveal the seriousness of sin? 
• Do you feel responsible for sins that are “unintentional”? Why?
• Some say, “Ignorance is bliss.” When have you experienced that as true? When is ignorance not bliss?
• In your experience, what does unintentional sin do to your relationship with God? 
• Without offerings to burn, how is it possible to create “an aroma pleasing to God”? How would you go about 

doing this (see 2 Corinthians 2.14-17)? How might this affect your relationship with God? With others? 
What will you do about it this week?

Prayer: Reflect on Romans 12.1 and what it looks like for you to offer yourself as a living sacrifice. Ask God to 
reveal the ways you can be a living sacrifice today. Humbly ask God for his continuing forgiveness in your life.
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