
READ Exodus 12.1-28

Death is a powerful, painful lesson. It gets our attention as nothing else does. It's also unavoidable. It was 
God's final recourse in showing both his supremacy to Pharaoh and his power to liberate his people. When 
Pharaoh refused God's ultimatum, thousands perished; when Israel heeded his way of deliverance, thousands 
lived. The final act of judgment is thus a stark portrayal of how every person's fate hinges on either believing or 
disbelieving the one true and living God in heaven.

Sit quietly for a few moments and recall the events of your salvation. Thank the Lord for the way he "drew you 
out of Egypt.”

Opening
• Where do you fall in the birth order of your family? What great expectations and special privileges fell to the 

oldest? To the youngest? What was allowed and allotted to you?
• What rules or customs does your family have at mealtime?
• What have been your family’s most meaningful traditions?

Digging in —Discovering the Word
• What steps are the Israelites to take to be spared (12:1-13)?
• Why were they to eat the meal "in haste" (12:11)?
• What is the connection between blood and death in this passage? Why is blood a protection against 

death?
• What would an Israelites’ obedience or disobedience regarding God’s instructions about the lamb, the 

blood and the unleavened bread indicate about their faith in God?
• God surely could have accomplished the Exodus without the death of all the firstborn of Egypt. So why do 

you think he chose to do it this way? In what sense was this a “judgement on all the gods of 
Egypt” (12.12)? In what sense was this a “wonder of God” (11.9)? Or perhaps you find any such killing 
altogether unforgivable? Why?

• What influence was the Passover event intended to have on Pharaoh? On the Egyptians? On the 
Hebrews? On future Israelites? Do you think it succeeded? How so?

• Regarding the Passover commemoration, for whose benefit does God institute this feast on the same night 
that he passes over the Egyptians? What does this Jewish feast have in common with its Christian 
counterpart, the Lord’s Supper?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• What are the gods of your culture? Do you believe that the God of Israel is more powerful than they are? 

How does he show you his wondrous power? 
• Like Moses, how can we continue to trust God in the face of seemingly irresistible unbelief among friends, 

family or relatives?
• How does this passage help you to see the purpose for Jesus’ death and shed blood? How do you 

remember “the Lamb who was slain” (v21, see Revelation 5.12)?
• The shield against the "destroyer" (12:23) in Egypt was the blood of a perfect lamb. Christ's blood secures 

the Christian's deliverance from eternal death (Jn 1:29; Heb 9:14; Rev 5:13). As you reflect on the powerful 
imagery of the Lord's Passover, and also on Christ's sacrifice, what response and deeds would be 
appropriate?

• What part do ceremonies, such as communion or the Easter family meal, play in helping you remember 
what God has done for you, back then and now? How do (or will) you keep these memories alive in your 
children?

Prayer: Thank Jesus for being your Passover lamb and for the remarkable foreshadowing of his coming to 
earth in the Israelites' exodus from Egypt.

(adapted from IVP Press Daily Bible Study and the Serendipity Bible)


