
READ Genesis 22.1-19

Suppose God asked you to give up someone or something at the very center of your life—a loved one, your 
home, profession or plans for the future. How would you respond? In this study we walk with Abraham through 
such a valley of testing. He comes to the climax of his career as he faces a soul-shattering event. Abraham's 
experience can teach us how God provides for those who honor him with such faith and obedience.

Tell God about any pain you are suffering right now. Remember that James says trials develop perseverance. 
Ask God to purify your character while you endure.

Opening
• In school, how uptight did you get over taking tests?
• At what age do you find children the most adorable? The most exasperating?
• What possession would be the hardest for you to give up?

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• In God's command to Abraham, what phrases emphasize the magnitude and painfulness of this sacrifice 

(22:1-2)?
• Knowing God waited 25 years before providing a son for Abraham, how would you expect Abraham to 

react to God’s instructions in v2? Why doesn’t Abraham object? What do you learn about Abraham based 
on his prompt, obedient actions (v3-10)?

• Do you think Abraham would actually have killed Isaac (v5,8-10)? Why (see Hebrews 11.17-19)? Why does 
God wait until the last second to stop Abraham?

• For whose benefit does God see how far Abraham will go: His own? Abraham’s? Isaac’s? Or the readers’? 
Why do you think so (v11-18)?

• What do you think Isaac learned from this?
• Since God already made his covenant with Abraham, why did he test him and then offer the same 

covenant again (v15-19)?
• How does God's provision for Abraham in 22:13-14 fulfill the confidence he expressed earlier (22:5, 8)?

Connecting the dots — Applying the Word
• In 22:12 the Lord says, "Now I know that you fear God because you have not withheld from me your son, 

your only son." Based on Abraham's example, what do you think it means to fear God?
• Have you ever faced a situation in which obedience to God required you to give up someone or something 

you loved? Explain.
• Where do you sense God is testing you now? How are you doing with the test? What are you learning from 

it?
• What have you found helpful when facing tests? Time in prayer? Strict obedience to God? Seeking counsel 

from others? Fasting? Studying God’s Word? Something else?
• If the Lord should ask you to give up something or someone special, do you believe he will provide a 

replacement—beforehand, or afterwards? When have you obeyed and found new reassurance?
• Where has God demonstrated his willingness to do as he is asking Abraham to do here? In case of God’s 

sacrificing his own son, how far did he go? Who was there to stop him or provide a substitute?
• How is Jesus like Isaac? How is he like the lamb substitute?
• How do the examples of Isaac and Jesus apply to your current circumstances and faith? Where do you get 

the strength to say “Yes” to God when everything else inside of you says “No”?

Prayer: Praise God for this foreshadowing of his ultimate act of sacrifice—the willful surrender of his Son's life 
to give us forgiveness and salvation.
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