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LESSON 10: 2 JOHN 

 

You won’t find much in 2 John that hasn’t already been stated one way or another in 1 John. 
With that said, we all know that repetition is important. You may worry that your class is 
getting tired of hearing the same themes, but if the theme is “love one another” (and it is), then 
we can’t hear it enough, because we still struggle to put that into practice. 

The one tricky thing in 2 John is the instruction to be inhospitable to false teachers. As we’ll see, 
this stems from first century customs as well as John’s deep concern for the current and future 
health of the church. 

 

x Love one another 
x Obedience is a form of love 
x Watch out for false teachers 

 

x What themes stand out for you from our study of 1 John? 
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This week, we’ll look at the short book of 2 John. Some scholars think it came after 1 John, 
while others think it came before 1 John and served as an introductory letter to 1 John. 
(Remember, the book titles weren’t necessarily included in the original text.) 

Regardless, we’ll quickly see that the two letters have much in common. John will remind his 
readers of the importance of loving one another. He’ll remind readers of the importance of 
obedience, and how it is related to love. And he’ll warn against false teachers – the ones who 
have left the church and are now promoting a kind of pseudo-Christianity. 

You may be tired of some of these themes by now. But think of how much information we 
process every day. How much of it makes it into your memory? How much of it do you really 
act on? The nice thing about spending a whole quarter studying John’s letters is that we get to 
be repeatedly reminded of the importance of loving one another – something which all 
Christians struggle to get right. 

Maybe after several weeks of teaching about it, praying about it, and thinking about it, we can 
begin to make some changes in our lives to align them more closely to scripture. 

 

I. 2 John 1-6 

Read 2 John 1-6 

Unlike 1 John, this letter starts with a traditional greeting, where the sender and recipient are 
named. Here the sender refers to himself as “the elder.” This could be an official title or just a 
general reference to an older, wiser person who shepherds the church. 

The recipient is called “the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth.” While some 
have thought this refers to a particular woman in the congregation, this is probably not the 
case. The word used for “lady” is not “woman” but rather the feminine form of “lord” (as in 
lords/ladies). So it’s more likely that John is using “lady” to refer to the congregation to whom 
he is writing, and thus “her children” would be the Christians that compose that congregation. 

Next we get a traditional salutation: “Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from 
Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love” (v. 3). The first part seems fairly 
standard, and the second part (“will be with us in truth and love”) specifically echoes other 
things John has said. Just one verse above (v. 2), John has written that the truth “lives in us and 
will be with us forever.” 

As we move into the body of the letter, we find John very happy (and maybe even happily 
surprised) to find that Christians were “walking in the truth.” Being physically removed from the 
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congregation and hearing reports of false teachers leading people astray, John was surely 
excited and relieved to find that many remained in the truth. John had invested a great deal of 
time to help start the congregation, so he is excited to learn that his work was not for nothing. 

Moving on to verse 5, we find some familiar words: “love one another.” As in the previous 
letter, we’re told that this is not a new command but one we have heard from the beginning (1 
John 2:7). This command is as old as time, yet it’s a continual struggle. 

Verse 6 expands on this by defining love: “walk in obedience to his commands.” It’s as if we 
show love not just to God but to others by obeying God’s command. Then we get an almost 
circular statement: his command is to walk in love. 

It might look like this: 

 

The two are related: doing one is doing the other. If we want to be obedient, we must “walk in 
love.” 

x “We sometimes think Christians who love and Christians who have the truth 
are two different groups. Can one have truth and not love? Can one 
genuinely have Christian love and not have truth?”12 

x “Do we rejoice when others walk in the truth? Or are we secretly happy 
when we catch others in faults?”13 

                                                      

12 Gary Holloway, The Letters of Peter, John, and Jude: Living in Jesus, Meditative Commentaries on the 
New Testament (Abilene, TX: Leafwood, 2008), 83. 

13 Holloway, 84. 

 
Walk in 

love 

 Obey his 
command 



- 47 - 

II. 2 John 7-13 

Read 2 John 7-13 

Now John moves on to warn against “deceivers.” We’ve already read quite a bit about these 
people in the previous letter, and we’ve discussed what their particular deceptions were, but 
it’s made explicit here: they deny Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. We might wonder if this 
means they’re denying the future return of Jesus, but when we remember the situation John 
has addressed in other places, it’s more likely they’re denying that Jesus already came in the 
flesh (i.e., the Incarnation). 

John is concerned that these deceivers (or antichrists – he uses that term again and 
interchangeably with deceivers) will lead the Christians astray and make them “lose what [they] 
have worked for” (v. 8). Perhaps John is talking about losing the growth the church has 
experienced and hoping that the success won’t be undermined by the false teachers. But 
probably he is addressing their faith and hoping they won’t lose that, but rather that they will 
be “rewarded fully” (at the end of life). 

John wants them to “continue in the teaching of Christ” – again, the teaching that he came in 
the flesh, particularly. The idea of “running ahead” (v. 9) is not a blanket condemnation against 
all things new and advanced, but rather the idea of getting “out of line” with the teaching of 
Christ. Instead of “walking in the truth” (v. 4), the deceivers are “running ahead” (v. 9). 

Verses 10-11 admittedly sound harsh. The author tells his readers not to “welcome” these 
deceivers or “take them into your house.” (Some translations have “greet” for “welcome.” This 
is not a prohibition against saying “hello” but a prohibition against showing hospitality – the 
broader sense of the word “greet.”) In fact, people who welcome these false teachers into their 
home “share in [the false teachers’] wicked work.” 

Wow! Why so strong of a prohibition? Let’s look at some social context: 

New Testament Christians, especially apostles, teachers, and leaders, traveled a great 
deal from one city to another, founding and visiting churches…As they traveled, 
Christians relied a great deal on reciprocal hospitality, particularly the hospitality of 
more affluent Christians who owned houses and presided over households. (Ancient 
inns were often unsavory places!)…The prohibition of hospitality and even greeting is 
intended to keep the bearers of false doctrine out of the Elder’s churches, thus 
preventing them from getting a foothold…The note of warning is intended to put the 
church on notice that to tolerate the opponents is to offer them comfort and support 
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and to bring oneself into danger. Far better to avoid them as well as their false 
teaching.14 

To see other examples of warnings of contamination, see 1 Tim. 6:20-21; 2 Tim. 2:14-19, 23; 
Titus 3:9-11)15 

x What false teaching(s) is John worried about here? 
x What is John worried his readers will lose? 
x Why is John so strict about association with false teachers? 

 

x What is one particular way you plan to show love this week? 
x How have your definitions of “love” and “obedience” been refined during 

our study of John’s letters? 
x “What should not be done for those who do not continue in the teaching of 

Christ? Is this being mean to them?”16 
x How can we keep from being deceived by false teachers? 

 

Read 3 John (the whole book). 

                                                      

14 D. Moody Smith, First, Second, and Third John, Interpretation (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 
1991), 145. 

15 Smith, 144. 

16 Holloway, 85. 


