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LESSON 3: 1 JOHN 2:12-27 

 

For time’s sake, we won’t be dealing with verses 12-14, and will instead skip immediately to 
verse 15. 

This lesson deals with two different topics: love of the world and the existence of antichrists.  
Be aware that some in your class may have heard multiple theories on what an “antichrist” is, 
and present the biblical concept of it in a patient but clear way. 

 

x Do not love the things of this world 
x Antichrists are those who have gone out from the church and try to lead it 

astray. 

 

x What are some things in this world you enjoy the most? 

 

John has finished a section on walking in the light (loving brothers and sisters) and walking in 
the darkness (hating brothers and sisters).  After a brief interlude where he addresses various 
groups in the church (2:12-14), he moves on to some more direct instructions.  Verses 15-17 
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caution readers against loving the things of this world that will pass away.  Then in verses 18-
26, John warns his readers about antichrists and encourages his readers to remain in Christ. 

 

I. 1 John 2:15-17 

Read 1 John 2:15-17 

John begins with a stark command: “Do not love the world or anything in the world” (2:15).  
Already our minds may begin to wonder, “What about my family? What about my brothers and 
sisters in Christ? Didn’t John just command us to love them? Aren’t they in the world?” 

For John, the “world” can mean different things, and we should let John’s whole body of work 
help us interpret this passage.  In many instances in John’s writing, the world is the object of 
God’s love and salvation, as in the following verses: 

Gospel of John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Gospel of John 6:33 

For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 

Gospel of John 12:46-47 

I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in 
darkness. 

If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not 
come to judge the world, but to save the world. 

x From these scriptures, how does God view the world? 

John 3:16 tells us that God even loved the world. So it’s some specific things that John must 
have in mind in this passage (2:15ff). 

We need to let 2:16 help us define “world” and “anything in the world.”  John defines 
“everything in the world” as “the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes, and the boasting of 
what he has and does.”  These three things, then, are what John has in mind: 
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1) cravings of sinful man; 2) lust of his eyes; 3) boasting of what he has and does 

x What are some examples of each of these? 
x Thomas Merton once wrote, “instead of worshiping God through His 

creation we are always trying to worship ourselves by means of 
creatures.”7 How does this quote address this passage? 

x We often think, “If I only had that, I’d be what I want to be.” What would 
happen if we thought, “If only I gave that away, I would be what I was 
made to be?” 

John ends this section by reminding readers to do the will of God, for that is eternal.  The world 
and its desires will pass away.  In the words of the writer of Ecclesiastes, we might say they are 
“meaningless.” 

II. 1 John 2:18-27 

Read 1 John 2:18-27 

Now John jumps to a different topic – one he has hinted at in earlier verses. 

In the first lesson, we looked briefly at the “opponents” whom John has in mind.  We called 
them early “docetists” – people who believed Jesus only seemed human, but was not in reality.  
The crucifixion was an illusion, because a deity could not actually die. 

John knows his readers have heard various things about “the antichrist” (2:18).  Now, he wants 
to set the record straight.  There is not one looming “antichrist” figure, but indeed many. 

What do we know about these antichrists from this passage? 

x There is more than one antichrist (2:18).  This is not some vague singular 
figure we have to figure out; “antichrist” is a simple descriptor for a type or 
group of people. 

x Many have already come (2:18). Instead of waiting for someone to hasten 
the return of Christ, we know that even in John’s time there were already 
antichrists. 

x They “went out from us” (2:19). Antichrists are former Christians, not some 
outside political figure. (In John’s gospel, Judas and the Galilean defectors 
“went out” from the disciples who remained in Jesus [John 6:66-67, 13:30-
31]). 

                                                      

7 Thomas Merton, New Seeds of Contemplation (New York: New Directions Publishing, 1972), 26. 
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x They deny that “Jesus is the Christ” (2:22).  Some, like the early Jews, 
accepted Jesus’ humanity but denied his deity.  These antichrists are the 
opposite: they believe in the deity of Christ but deny his humanity. 

In response to these antichrists, John reassures his readers.  They “know the truth” (2:20). If 
they acknowledge Christ they “have the Father also” (2:23).  If they will stay true to the 
message (gospel) they heard from John originally, they will “remain in the Son and in the 
Father” and receive “eternal life” (2:24-25). Their anointing remains in them (2:27). 

x How do most people describe “the antichrist?” How has this figure been 
portrayed in human history? 

x Why do we have a tendency to label world figures we don’t like (or even 
Christians with whom we disagree) as “antichrists?” 

x According to John’s definition, could a Muslim (or Buddhist, or Hindu, etc.) 
leader be an antichrist? 

 

x Americans spend many billions of dollars buying ourselves gifts during the 
Christmas season. How can we better live out John’s instructions not to love 
the world during the Christmas season? 

x Lee Camp, professor at Lipscomb University, has likened much of modern 
advertising to prostitution: appealing to an illicit desire (in this case, social 
status, pride, etc.) with the goal of financial gain. Do you think his 
comparison is fair? 

x Antichrists unsettled John’s readers. What kinds of people unsettle us 
today? 

x What confidence can we gain from John’s reassurances? 

 

Read 1 John 2:28-3:10. 


