
The event that split history into “before” and “after” and changed the world took place about thirty years before 
Paul wrote this letter. The event - the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus - took place in a remote corner of 
the extensive Roman Empire. The province of Judea in Palestine. Hardly anyone noticed, certainly no one in 
busy and powerful Rome.

And when this letter arrived in Rome, hardly anyone read it, certainly no one of influence. There was much to 
read in Rome - imperial decrees, exquisite poetry, finely crafted moral philosophy - and much of it was world-
class. And yet in no time, as such things go, this letter left all those other writings in the dust. Paul's letter to the 
Romans has had a far larger impact on its readers than the volumes of all the Roman writers put together.

The quick rise of this letter to a peak of influence is extraordinary, written as it was by an obscure Roman 
citizen without connections. But when we read it for ourselves, we begin to realize that it is the letter itself that 
is truly extraordinary, and that no obscurity in writer or readers could have kept it obscure for long.

The letter to the Romans is a piece of exuberant and passionate thinking. This is the glorious life of the mind 
enlisted in the service of God. Paul takes the well-witnessed and devoutly believed fact of the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth and thinks through its implications. How does it happen that in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, world history took a new direction, and at the same moment the life of every man, 
woman, and child on the planet was eternally affected? What is God up to? What does it mean that Jesus 
“saves”? What's behind all this, and where is it going?

These are the questions that drive Paul's thinking. Paul's mind is supple and capacious. He takes logic and 
argument, poetry and imagination, Scripture and prayer, creation and history and experience, and weaves 
them into this letter that has become the premier document of Christian theology.

Commentary on Romans from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/romans-1-4/
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/romans-5-16/

Commentary on themes in Romans from The Bible Project:
• Holiness: https://thebibleproject.com/videos/holiness/
• The Law: https://thebibleproject.com/videos/law/
• Sacrifice and Atonement: https://thebibleproject.com/videos/sacrifice-and-atonement/
• Covenants: https://thebibleproject.com/videos/covenants/

Overview of Romans from bible.org:
• https://bible.org/seriespage/56-romans

Commentary on Romans 1 from bible.org:
• https://bible.org/seriespage/1-paul%E2%80%99s-motivation-ministry-romans-11-17
• https://bible.org/seriespage/2-present-wrath-god-romans-115-32
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READ Romans 1
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• When you write a letter, are you more likely to write until you run out of paper or keep it short and to the 

point? 
• What is one place you have never seen that you would like to visit? 
• Who in your family is a lover of the great outdoors? 
• What causes you to stand in awe of God? Being in the mountains? Walking along the seashore? Working 

in the garden? 

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• If you received a letter from a missionary saying he wanted to visit your family or church, how would you 

react?  
• In introducing himself to the Christians in Rome, how does Paul describe himself? 
• What are the circumstances that caused Paul to write this letter to the church there? 
• What truths about Jesus Christ does Paul proclaim in this chapter? 
• What is Paul’s life calling? Who is he specifically called to reach? 
• What is the good news about the Gospel that made Paul so eager to share it? 
• Paul was bold about his faith. When have you been in a situation where as a Christian you felt like you 

“stuck out”? Were you bold or embarrassed? 
• What are some things you have observed in nature that confirm to you that God exists?  
• This is probably the most descriptive passage in the Bible on the “fall of mankind”. In verse 18, what did 

mankind do when given “the truth” about God? 
• As a consequence of people’s failure to accept the truth, how did God respond (vv.24,26,28)? 
• How do you tend to view God—as a God of love or anger? Why? How do you tend to view mankind- as 

generally good or bad? Why? 
• What created things are most tempting for you: Money? Pleasure? Food? Toys? Work? 
• When did the “truth of God” become real in your life? 

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• When did you first feel the call of Jesus in your life? 
• How would you describe your relationship to Jesus Christ right now? Finish the sentence: I am a …”     

Seeker? Student? Beginner? Servant? Follower? 
• Who was the Paul in your life who encouraged you in the early days of your Christian faith? 
• Do you think our society has changed for the better or the worse since Paul wrote this description? 
• Paul explains in this passage that the root cause for the ills in our society is a “depraved mind” or the sin 

nature in all of us. How does this view differ from what modern psychology teaches? 
• If you could take a social psychologist on a tour of your community for a good look at the depraved mind in 

action, where would you take this person? What would you show this psychologist within your own life? 


