
With God there are no outsiders. Luke is a most vigorous champion of the outsider. An outsider himself, the 
only Gentile in an all-Jewish cast of New Testament writers, he shows how Jesus includes those who typically 
were treated as outsiders by the religious establishment of the day: women, common laborers (sheepherders), 
the racially different (Samaritans), the poor. He will not countenance religion as a club. As Luke tells the story, 
all of us who have found ourselves on the outside looking in on life with no hope of gaining entrance (and who 
of us hasn’t felt it?) now find the doors wide open, found and welcomed by God in Jesus..

At the center of Luke's Gospel (Luke 9:51-19:44), there is a ten-chapter insertion that features stories and 
teachings between Jesus, his followers, and other men and women he meets along the way. The section is 
framed by references to leaving Galilee (9:51) and then arriving in Jerusalem (19:11, 28,41). Because of these 
framing references it is often designated the Travel Narrative. Most of the material in these ten chapters is 
unique to Luke.

The first nine chapters of Luke's Gospel tell the story of the Galilean ministry of Jesus, following the pattern set 
down by Matthew and Mark. The Galilean story lays the foundations for our lives in Christ. The final five 
chapters tell the story of the final week of Jesus' ministry in Jerusalem - Jesus rejected, crucified, and raised to 
new life - and also follow Matthew and Mark. The Jerusalem story consummates our lives in Christ: crucifixion, 
resurrection. What Jesus said and did in the early years in Galilee has continuities ties with what took place in 
that last week in Jerusalem. The transition between the two places is narrated as a journey through Samaria, 
the country that separated Galilee from Jerusalem.

Jesus is preparing them (us!) to live a crucifixion and resurrection life patiently and without out fanfare, 
obediently and without recognition. He prepares them in these Samaritan conversations to quietly and 
courageously do all this in continuity with the way Jesus did it and the way Jesus talked about it.

Commentary on Luke from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-1-9/
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-10-24/

Commentary on Luke 9-19 from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-ch-9-19/

Commentary on Luke 16 from bible.org:
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-74-how-be-truly-rich-luke-161-13
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-75-scoffing-or-submitting-luke-1614-18
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-76-great-chasm-fixed-luke-1619-31
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READ Luke 16
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• Which job would best fit your personality: Ringmaster at a circus? Movie Producer? Sculptor? Librarian? 

Skydiving instructor? Gourmet chef? Church Pastor?
• For what occasions do you feel dressing to the hilt? When are you permitted and content to dress just in 

rags?

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• Why would it be important for Jesus’ disciples to hear this parable?
• In what crisis does the manger find himself? What plan does he devise? In light of this scheme, why does 

the owner commend the manger (v.8)?
• How does Jesus summarize this parable (v.9)? What do you think he’s commending here? How do verses 

10-12 help you understand his point?
• What’s the problem with trying to serve two masters (v.13)? What characterizes the attitude of the 

Pharisees (v. 14)? How does the parable speak to them?
• How has the coming of the kingdom supplanted the law? Reinforced it?
• How do the lives of the rich man and Lazarus compare on earth? After death?
• What determines who enters heaven? Why does this poor man qualify while the rich man is kept out?
• What does this story teach you about comfort? Suffering? Why is it so difficult for people to be convinced of 

God’s ways? How is verse 31 prophetic?
• What does this passage teach about the afterlife?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• How do you view your money? It’s mine-keep your hands off? It’s my creditors? It’s God’s - I just manage 

it? How could you use it for the sake of the kingdom? 
• Who (or what) are some of the masters you’ve served in the past? What masters pull at you for allegiance 

now? How do you deal with these pressures in light of your commitment to Christ?
• How have you tried to force your way into the kingdom of heaven?
• On a scale of 1 (the rich man and his brothers) to 10 (Lazarus), where do you stand? Why there?
• Since lack of knowledge is not the brothers’ problem, what is? How do you see that tendency in yourself?
• How do you feel about discussing Judgement Day with friends?


