
With God there are no outsiders. Luke is a most vigorous champion of the outsider. An outsider himself, the 
only Gentile in an all-Jewish cast of New Testament writers, he shows how Jesus includes those who typically 
were treated as outsiders by the religious establishment of the day: women, common laborers (sheepherders), 
the racially different (Samaritans), the poor. He will not countenance religion as a club. As Luke tells the story, 
all of us who have found ourselves on the outside looking in on life with no hope of gaining entrance (and who 
of us hasn’t felt it?) now find the doors wide open, found and welcomed by God in Jesus..

At the center of Luke's Gospel (Luke 9:51-19:44), there is a ten-chapter insertion that features stories and 
teachings between Jesus, his followers, and other men and women he meets along the way. The section is 
framed by references to leaving Galilee (9:51) and then arriving in Jerusalem (19:11, 28,41). Because of these 
framing references it is often designated the Travel Narrative. Most of the material in these ten chapters is 
unique to Luke.

The first nine chapters of Luke's Gospel tell the story of the Galilean ministry of Jesus, following the pattern set 
down by Matthew and Mark. The Galilean story lays the foundations for our lives in Christ. The final five 
chapters tell the story of the final week of Jesus' ministry in Jerusalem - Jesus rejected, crucified, and raised to 
new life - and also follow Matthew and Mark. The Jerusalem story consummates our lives in Christ: crucifixion, 
resurrection. What Jesus said and did in the early years in Galilee has continuities ties with what took place in 
that last week in Jerusalem. The transition between the two places is narrated as a journey through Samaria, 
the country that separated Galilee from Jerusalem.

Jesus is preparing them (us!) to live a crucifixion and resurrection life patiently and without out fanfare, 
obediently and without recognition. He prepares them in these Samaritan conversations to quietly and 
courageously do all this in continuity with the way Jesus did it and the way Jesus talked about it.

Commentary on Luke from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-1-9/
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-10-24/

Commentary on Luke 9-19 from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-ch-9-19/

Commentary on Luke 12 from bible.org:
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-58-confessing-or-denying-christ-luke-121-12
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-59-how-be-really-rich-luke-1213-21
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-60-how-solve-worries-about-money-luke-1222-34
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-61-are-you-ready-christ%E2%80%99s-return-luke-1235-48
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-62-divisive-jesus-luke-1249-59
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READ Luke 12
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• As a kid, who was the disciplinarian at home? What was the unpardonable sin in terms of breaking the 

rules?
• What did you like to collect as a child? Now?
• Which situation is most worrisome to you: Overdraw at the bank? Gained 10 pounds? Child expelled? 

Nobody called all weekend? Mother-in-law stays two weeks?
• What discussion topics are taboo at your family table or at family reunions? Why?

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• How does hypocrisy work like yeast (see 11:37-54)?
• Why doe Jesus encourage his disciples to fear, yet be fearless in verses 4-7?
• What does it mean to “blaspheme against the Holy Spirit” (v. 10, see Lev 24:16) How is the contrite person 

assured of not having done this?
• What does Jesus teach about the believer’s security when facing human opposition(vv.11-12)?
• What problem did the man in the parable face (v13-21)? What was his solution? Why did this displease 

God? How does the next section relate to this preceding parable about riches?
• What does Jesus teach here about seeking the kingdom of God?
• What is the relationship between watchfulness and worry (verses 22-34)?
• What should be the attitude and actions of the faithful and wise manager (vv.42-43)? What could tempt the 

servants to do wrong (v.45)?
• Of what “fire” is Jesus speaking? What “baptism”? What division? How and why does Jesus bring division? 

Why do you think Jesus wishes the fire was already kindled? How does this relate to “Peace on Earth, 
goodwill toward men”?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• How do you feel knowing that everything done in secret will someday be revealed?
• When have you taken a risk and stood for Jesus in a public way? What happened? What did you learn?
• How pervasive is the attitude, “Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry” (v.19) in our society? How can this 

attitude affect your relationship with God?
• In what way can you be “rich toward God” (v.21)? What is the lesson for you from this parable?
• On a scale from 1 (no sweat) to 10 (panic), what is the worry quotient in your life right now? Why?
• How would your life be different if you lived the way Jesus sets forth in this passage?
• Consider verse 37. How do you feel about Jesus serving you?
• What has Christ brought to your family and friends: division or peace? Why?
• How can you tell if it is your faith that strains a relationship, or the way you live your faith?
• What signs in your own life indicate how you are doing


