
With God there are no outsiders. Luke is a most vigorous champion of the outsider. An outsider himself, the 
only Gentile in an all-Jewish cast of New Testament writers, he shows how Jesus includes those who typically 
were treated as outsiders by the religious establishment of the day: women, common laborers (sheepherders), 
the racially different (Samaritans), the poor. He will not countenance religion as a club. As Luke tells the story, 
all of us who have found ourselves on the outside looking in on life with no hope of gaining entrance (and who 
of us hasn’t felt it?) now find the doors wide open, found and welcomed by God in Jesus..

At the center of Luke's Gospel (Luke 9:51-19:44), there is a ten-chapter insertion that features stories and 
teachings between Jesus, his followers, and other men and women he meets along the way. The section is 
framed by references to leaving Galilee (9:51) and then arriving in Jerusalem (19:11, 28,41). Because of these 
framing references it is often designated the Travel Narrative. Most of the material in these ten chapters is 
unique to Luke.

The first nine chapters of Luke's Gospel tell the story of the Galilean ministry of Jesus, following the pattern set 
down by Matthew and Mark. The Galilean story lays the foundations for our lives in Christ. The final five 
chapters tell the story of the final week of Jesus' ministry in Jerusalem - Jesus rejected, crucified, and raised to 
new life - and also follow Matthew and Mark. The Jerusalem story consummates our lives in Christ: crucifixion, 
resurrection. What Jesus said and did in the early years in Galilee has continuities ties with what took place in 
that last week in Jerusalem. The transition between the two places is narrated as a journey through Samaria, 
the country that separated Galilee from Jerusalem.

Jesus is preparing them (us!) to live a crucifixion and resurrection life patiently and without out fanfare, 
obediently and without recognition. He prepares them in these Samaritan conversations to quietly and 
courageously do all this in continuity with the way Jesus did it and the way Jesus talked about it.

Commentary on Luke from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-1-9/
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-10-24/

Commentary on Luke 9-19 from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-ch-9-19/

Commentary on Luke 11 from bible.org:
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-53-lord-teach-us-pray-luke-111-4
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-54-how-approach-god-luke-115-13
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-55-heavenly-war-luke-1114-28
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-56-how-respond-god%E2%80%99s-word-luke-1129-36
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-57-why-jesus-hates-legalism-luke-1137-54
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READ Luke 11
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• What’s the funniest prayer you’ve heard a child say? Recite a prayer you said as a child.
• How well did you keep your bedroom when you were growing up? How have your habits changed with 

age?
• Who is the wisest person you have ever known?

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• What motivates the disciples to ask about prayer at the is point?
• In Jesus’ model prayer, what two concerns related to God come first? Why? What personal concerns then 

follow? How do you prayer and forgiveness relate?
• What does the parable in verses 5-8 teach about prayer? How do verses 9-10 relate to the parable? What 

attitude is implied in verses 9-10? How do verses 11-13 clarify the intent of verses 9-10?
• How does the crowd react to Jesus’ miracle in verse 14-16?
• How does Jesus show the foolishness of the claim that he drives out demons by Beelzebub? What does 

Jesus’ ability to drive out demons sasy about the kingdom of God (v.20)?
• What is Jesus’ pint in verses 24-26? To whom is the point addressed? Why is the final condition worse than 

the first?
• Why does Jesus turn around the blessing shouted to him in verse 27? What is he emphasizing?
• Why is Jesus upset about “this generation”?
• What does the light represent? The eye? The body? The darkness?
• How does the Pharisee dinner compare with the one in 7:36-50? Why the difference?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• What should be the relationship between this prayer and our own? How do you usually pray? Do you have 

a set time? A set place? Or are you more spontaneous when you pray?
• What do you use to prepare for prayer: Read a psalm? A devotional guide? A hymn?
• What concerns occupy most of your time in prayer? Praise? Confession? Petition? Why? In which area do 

you want to grow?
• What is the most valuable gift God can give (v.13)? How much do you want that gift? Why?
• What one things would you like to obtain from the Father?
• What sign would it take for your generation to turn to God? What’s the problem with relying on “signs” to do 

the trick?
• How would you score on a spiritual sight exam: 20/20? 20/80? Colorblind? Why?
• What are the “corrective lenses” you use to help your eyes see clearly?
• Typically, Jesus is thought of as “meek and mild”, What is the significance of this passage’s presentation of 

Jesus for you?
• Of the three woes directed to the Pharisees, which one is Jesus directing most to you? Why?
• Of the three woes directed to the lawyers, which ones has your name on it? Why?
• How would you like your life to change this week in light of what you’ve read here?


