
With God there are no outsiders. Luke is a most vigorous champion of the outsider. An outsider himself, the 
only Gentile in an all-Jewish cast of New Testament writers, he shows how Jesus includes those who typically 
were treated as outsiders by the religious establishment of the day: women, common laborers (sheepherders), 
the racially different (Samaritans), the poor. He will not countenance religion as a club. As Luke tells the story, 
all of us who have found ourselves on the outside looking in on life with no hope of gaining entrance (and who 
of us hasn’t felt it?) now find the doors wide open, found and welcomed by God in Jesus..

At the center of Luke's Gospel (Luke 9:51-19:44), there is a ten-chapter insertion that features stories and 
teachings between Jesus, his followers, and other men and women he meets along the way. The section is 
framed by references to leaving Galilee (9:51) and then arriving in Jerusalem (19:11, 28,41). Because of these 
framing references it is often designated the Travel Narrative. Most of the material in these ten chapters is 
unique to Luke.

The first nine chapters of Luke's Gospel tell the story of the Galilean ministry of Jesus, following the pattern set 
down by Matthew and Mark. The Galilean story lays the foundations for our lives in Christ. The final five 
chapters tell the story of the final week of Jesus' ministry in Jerusalem - Jesus rejected, crucified, and raised to 
new life - and also follow Matthew and Mark. The Jerusalem story consummates our lives in Christ: crucifixion, 
resurrection. What Jesus said and did in the early years in Galilee has continuities ties with what took place in 
that last week in Jerusalem. The transition between the two places is narrated as a journey through Samaria, 
the country that separated Galilee from Jerusalem.

Jesus is preparing them (us!) to live a crucifixion and resurrection life patiently and without out fanfare, 
obediently and without recognition. He prepares them in these Samaritan conversations to quietly and 
courageously do all this in continuity with the way Jesus did it and the way Jesus talked about it.

Commentary on Luke from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-1-9/
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-10-24/

Commentary on Luke 9-19 from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-ch-9-19/

Commentary on Luke 10 from bible.org:
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-49-crucial-message-luke-101-16
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-50-what-makes-jesus-rejoice-luke-1017-24
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-51-salvation-and-good-works-luke-1025-37
• https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-52-one-thing-necessary-luke-1038-42
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READ Luke 10
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• If you had to sell something door to door, what would you choose
• Have you ever helped a stranger in distress? What happened?
• What is your favorite meal to prepare for company

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• Why does he send disciples out two-by-two? What are they looking for (v.2)? What is their basic message?
• How is the Christian disciple like a “worker in the harvest”? A “lamb among wolves”?
• How do verses 1-12 show the urgency Jesus himself senses for evangelism? What is the reason for this 

urgency?
• What is the comfort and the danger of aligning oneself with Jesus (v16)?
• Upon their return, what does Jesus say to them (vv18-20)? What in their report gives Jesus reason for joy 

(v.21)?
• Consider verse 23, Do you think the disciples appreciate the privilege of being with Jesus? Why or why 

not?
• Who would you nominate for the “Good Samaritan Award” in your neighborhood or church?
• If you had been traveling down the road to Jericho and saw the hurt man, what would you have likely 

done?
• What may be some reasons the priest and Levite didn’t stop to help the hurt man?
• What reaction would the Jewish listeners have had to Jesus casting a Samaritan as the hero of the story?
• How does this parable answer the question, “And who is my neighbor?” (v.29)
• How do these two sisters differ? Is Mary’s choice better? What about Jesus’ call to servanthood? What is 

Jesus’ point?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• What grade would you give yourself over this last week for loving God whole-heartedly? For loving others?
• When have you felt like a lamb among the wolves? What did you learn from that experience?
• What do these verses show you about the privileges you have in Jesus ? Of these privileges, which are 

you experiencing right now?
• What attitude or behavior does God want you to have that is most difficult to accept?
• Who has been a Good Samaritan in your life? How can you be a Good Samaritan to someone in need?
• How do you seek to serve others while also keeping God-given priorities?


