
The story of Jesus doesn’t begin with Jesus. God had been at work for a long time. Salvation, which is the 
main business of Jesus, is an old business. Jesus is coming together in final form of themes and energies and 
movements that had been set in motion before the foundation of the world.

Matthew opens the New Testament by setting the local story of Jesus in its world historical context. He makes 
sure that as we read his account of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we see the connections 
with everything that has gone before. “Fulfilled” is one of the Matthew’s characteristic verbs; such and such 
happened “that it might be fulfilled.” Jesus is unique, but is not odd.

Better yet, Matthew tells the story in such a way that not only is everything previous to us completed in Jesus; 
we are completed in Jesus. Every day we wake up in the middle of something that is already going on, that has 
been going on for a long time: genealogy and geology, history and culture, the cosmos—God.  We are neither 
accidental or incidental to the story. We get orientation, briefing, background, reassurance.

Matthew provides the comprehensive context by which we see all God’s creation and salvation completed in 
Jesus, and all the parts of our lives—work, family, friends, memories, dreams—also completed in Jesus. 
Lacking such a context, we are in danger of seeing Jesus as a mere diversion from the concerns announced in 
the newspapers. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Commentary on Matthew from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/explore/matthew/
• https://thebibleproject.com/explore/gospel-kingdom/

Commentary on the “Sermon on the Mount” from bible.org:
• https://bible.org/article/summary-understanding-sermon-mount
• https://bible.org/seriespage/44-sermon-mount
• https://bible.org/series/counter-cultural-christianity-sermon-mount-matthew-51-729
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READ Matthew 7
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• What was the best gift you ever received from your dad? Have you ever been in a house threatened by a 

natural disaster or calamity? What happened?

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• What teaching from the Sermon on the Mount has been the most meaningful to you? Most challenging? 

Most comforting?
• In verses 1-6 what is Jesus calling for: No judgment? Fair judgment? Divine judgment? Other?
• What central truth about God does Jesus stress in verses 7-12? How have you experienced this in your 

life? 
• How might verse 12 define what Jesus means by the “narrow gate”? Why is that road less traveled?
• Who are the false prophets you need to be on your guard against? What “test” does Jesus give us for 

identifying them?
• What are some of the “good fruits” Jesus is looking for? How can these fruits be cultivated in your own life?
• What was the fault of the “evildoers” in verse 23? If the ability to prophesy, drive out demons, and perform 

miracles is not what Jesus means by doing the will of the Father, what is?
• How do the two house-builders reflect the people who heard Jesus? What kind of commitment is Jesus 

calling for here? What is the alternative?
• To be a “wise builder” at this point in your life, do you practice what you already know? 
• How would you sum up the attitudes Jesus is encouraging in this chapter?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• In living your life, do you tend to walk more on the broad road or the narrow road (vv.13-14)? What makes 

the broad road most tempting for you? What makes the narrow road difficult? Rewarding? 
• How do you describe your spiritual foundation: Shaky? Solid? Brand New? Slowly wearing away? 

Rebuilding? What would you have to tear down in order to solidify that foundation?  How do you need 
others to help you in that process?

•  How does the condition of your spiritual foundation now compare to what it was like one year ago? 
• What “building materials” will you use in the coming weeks to build or maintain a firm foundation on “The 

Rock”?


