
The story of Jesus doesn’t begin with Jesus. God had been at work for a long time. Salvation, which is the 
main business of Jesus, is an old business. Jesus is coming together in final form of themes and energies and 
movements that had been set in motion before the foundation of the world.

Matthew opens the New Testament by setting the local story of Jesus in its world historical context. He makes 
sure that as we read his account of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we see the connections 
with everything that has gone before. “Fulfilled” is one of the Matthew’s characteristic verbs; such and such 
happened “that it might be fulfilled.” Jesus is unique, but is not odd.

Better yet, Matthew tells the story in such a way that not only is everything previous to us completed in Jesus; 
we are completed in Jesus. Every day we wake up in the middle of something that is already going on, that has 
been going on for a long time: genealogy and geology, history and culture, the cosmos—God.  We are neither 
accidental or incidental to the story. We get orientation, briefing, background, reassurance.

Matthew provides the comprehensive context by which we see all God’s creation and salvation completed in 
Jesus, and all the parts of our lives—work, family, friends, memories, dreams—also completed in Jesus. 
Lacking such a context, we are in danger of seeing Jesus as a mere diversion from the concerns announced in 
the newspapers. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Commentary on Matthew from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/explore/matthew/
• https://thebibleproject.com/explore/gospel-kingdom/

Commentary on the “Sermon on the Mount” from bible.org:
• https://bible.org/article/summary-understanding-sermon-mount
• https://bible.org/seriespage/44-sermon-mount
• https://bible.org/series/counter-cultural-christianity-sermon-mount-matthew-51-729
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READ Matthew 6
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• Did you grow up in an openly “religious” home? Or was religion a private matter, unseen by you until later 

years?
• Were you taught any prayers as a child? What was one of the earliest ones you can recall?
• If you were walking on a beach and found an ancient chest, what would you hope to find inside?

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• How does your church handle the process of giving? How does that compare to other churches?
• What does this passage tell you about the approach Jesus wants us to have toward giving?
• Is there a new ministry that you would like to try giving your time and talent?
• Where do you go to when you need to pray? What do you find yourself praying for most often?
• Using the prayer (known as the Lord’s prayer) as a model, what three things related to God are expressed 

first (vv. 9-10)? What three things are related to our needs are expressed next (vv.11-13)?
• What do verses 12,14 and 15 say to you about the relationship between forgiving and being forgiven? 

What is the purpose of fasting? In what situations you face might fasting be helpful?
• In our society, how is success generally measured? From what sources do you feel pressured to meet this 

standard?
• What alternatives does Jesus propose with respects to treasures (vv.19-21)? Desires (vv.22-23) and 

masters (v. 24)? 
• If Jesus were to analyze your life, what would he say your “treasure” is?
• What is the connection between eye and body?  What does it mean to have good eyes? Bad eyes?
• According to Jesus, what are we to seek in place of food and clothes? What results from seeking this?
• What is one thing you can do in the coming week to “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness”?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• On a scale of 1 (out of obligation) to 10 (out of joy), how would you rate your usual attitude toward giving?
• What “religious disciplines” are valued in your circles? In what ways can they be used to impress others? 

When have you given in to that temptation?
• In praying, what do you find is your biggest challenge?
• In getting serious about your spiritual life what is something you need to start doing?
• Considering this past week, is your “bank” on earth or in heaven? What do you need to do to change 

accounts? Who has been your master lately? 
• What causes you the most worry? What is God saying to you through this passage about handling your 

particular worry or disappointment?


