
The human race is in trouble. We’ve been in trouble for a long time. Enormous energies have been and 
continue to be expended by many, many men and women to get us out of the trouble we are in-to clean up the 
world’s mess. The skill, the perseverance, the intelligence, the devotion of the people who put their shoulders 
to the wheel to pull us out of the much-parents and teachers, healers and counselors, rulers and politicians, 
writers and pastors- are impressive.

At the center and core of this work is God. The most comprehensive term for what God is doing to get us out of 
the mess we are in is salvation. Salvation is God doing for us what we can’t do for ourselves. Salvation is the 
biggest word in the vocabulary of the people of God. The Exodus is a powerful and dramatic and true story of 
God working salvation. The story has generated and extraordinary progeny though the centuries as it has 
reproduced itself in song and poem, drama and novel, politics and social justice, repentance and conversion, 
worship and holy living. It continues to capture the imagination of men and women, especially me and women 
in trouble.

It is significant that God does not present us with salvation in the form of an abstract truth, or a precise 
definition or a catchy slogan, but as story. Exodus draws us into a story with plot and character, which is to say, 
with design and personal relationships. Story is an invitation to participate, first though our imagination and 
then, if we will, by faith- with our total lives in response to God. This Exodus story continues to be a major 
means that God uses to draw men and women in trouble out of the mess of history into the kingdom of 
salvation.

About half the book (chapters 1-19 and 32-34) is a gripping narrative of an obscure and severely brutalized 
people who are saved from slavery into a life of freedom. The other half (chapters 20-31 and 35-40) is a 
meticulous, some think tedious, basic instruction and training in living the saved, free life. The story of salvation 
is not complete without both halves.

Commentary on Exodus from The Bible Project:
• https://thebibleproject.com/explore/exodus-1-18/
• https://thebibleproject.com/explore/exodus-19-40/
• https://thebibleproject.com/explore/the-law/

Commentary on Exodus 32-33 from bible.org
• https://bible.org/seriespage/rejection-god-and-revelation-man-exodus-321-14
• https://bible.org/seriespage/israel-and-aaron-hand-moses-exodus-3215-35
• https://bible.org/seriespage/%E2%80%9Coutside-camp%E2%80%9D-exodus-331-11
• https://bible.org/seriespage/presence-god-his-people-exodus-3312-17

For more information on Exodus visit: 
• https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-exodus/
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READ Exodus 32-33
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• Recall when you worried excessively about your parents: Where were they? What kept them? How did you 

handle their unaccounted for absence?
• What was the most defiant thing you ever did against your parents’ wishes- something you can laugh about 

now but perhaps wasn’t so funny at the time?
• In heaven, what three questions will you ask God?

Digging in — Discovering the Word

If this dramatic golden calf incident were made for TV, it might be scripted in five parts:
Scene 1- (v. 1-6) Scene 2- (v. 7-14) Scene 3 (v. 15-20) Scene 4 – (v. 21-35) Scene 5- (33:1-6)

• Scene 1- how long has Moses been away on the mountain? How do you think the people felt about being 
alone in the middle of the desert with no leader? Do you see an attempted “coup” here?

• How do their subsequent actions violate the Ten Commandments they had heard earlier? What does Aaron 
do for stress management and damage control? What instincts is he drawing upon? Where did the people 
learn to worship in this manner? Where do you assign the blame for making the calf?

• Scene 2- How do God and Moses feel about the golden calf? On what basis is each justified in taking a 
stand? Why does God back down? What about God does not change (see v. 34)?

• Scene 3- What do you think Moses’ frame of mind was while he was coming down the mountain? What 
angers him?

• As an Israelite in the midst of revelry how would you feel about the forced drinking (v. 20)?
• Scene 4- who points the finger at whom? Why? What was the main concern for Aaron? For Moses? Who 

kills whom? Why is this a “blessing” in disguise (v. 29)?
• What is Moses’ role in setting things right again? In what sense is he an army general? A prophet? A 

priest? A sacrificial lamb? What exemplary qualities are evident in his plea bargaining with God
• What options does God leave open for himself? How is this both merciful and just? What does God’s 

provisions of options, an angel, mediator and the plague say about the nature of god? His view of sin? Of 
the Law?

• Scene 5- If God does not go with Israel through the wilderness, what are their prospects physically? 
Emotionally? Spiritually?

• Why would Moses seek God’s face at a time like this? What were the people expecting?
• What three concerns does Moses bring to God? What do these concerns have in common with the 

people?
• What does the presence of God (or lack of it) mean to him? What ensures Israel’s continuing existence?
• What in Moses’ bold appeal do you think persuades God to do an “about-face”? What is Moses shown and 

told? Why does God set limits? When is Moses’ prayer more fully answered (see Lk 9:30-32)

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• What do you do when you feel God has stopped speaking to you?
• When someone “lets you off the hook” (forgives a debt, withholds a penalty, gives a second chance) how 

do you feel about that person? When had that happened recently? Likewise, how does God want you to 
feel about his forgiveness?



• How would you have responded to the call in verse 26? What does it mean for you to be “for” the Lord? 
What risks would that entail where you live?

• How do you feel about Aaron’s behavior? Do you ever have trouble “fessing up” to your sin? Why?
• Where do you meet with God? What does meeting him as a “friend” mean for Moses? For you?
• Do you consider God a friend? How can you more fully enjoy his friendship?
• Describe a time when, while doing something for God, you were absolutely confident that his presence was 

with you.
• When have you gone to God in a time of great duress? What was his reply? How does your memory of this 

make you feel about god’s ability to take care of your problems now?


