
First, God. God is the subject of life. God is foundational for living. If we don’t have a sense of the primacy of 
God, we will never get it right, get life right, get our lives right. Not God at the margins; not God as an option; 
not God on the weekends. God at the center and circumference; God first and last; God, God, God.

Genesis gets us off on the right foot. Genesis pulls us into a sense of reality that is God-shaped and God-filled. 
It gives us a vocabulary for speaking accurately and comprehensively about our lives, where we come from 
and where we are going, what we think and what we do, the we live with and how to get along with them, the 
troubles we find ourselves in and the blessings that keep arriving. 

Genesis used words to make a foundation that is solid and true. Everything we think and do and feel is 
material in a building operation in which we are engaged all our life long. There is immense significance in 
everything we do. Our speech and our actions and our prayers are all, every detail of them, involved in the vast 
building operation comprehensively known as the Kingdom of God. But we don’t build the foundation. the 
Foundation is given. The foundation is firmly in place.

Jesus concluded his most famous teaching by telling us that there are two ways to go about our lives- we can 
build on sand or we can build on rock. No matter how wonderfully we build, if we build on sand it will all fall to 
pieces like a house of cards. We build on what is already there, on the rock. Genesis is a verbal witness to that 
rock: God’s creative acts, God’s intervening and gracious judgments, God’s call to a life of faith, God’s making 
covenant with us. 

But Genesis presents none of this to us as an abstract, bloodless “truth” or “principle.” We are given a 
succession of stores with named people, people who loved and quarreled, believed and doubted, had children 
and married, experienced sin and grace. If we pay attention, we find that we ourselves are living variations on 
these very stories:  Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and his sons, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and 
Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel, Joseph and his brothers. The stories show clearly that we are never outsiders or 
spectators to anything in “heaven and earth.” God doesn’t work impersonally from space; he works with us 
where we are, as he finds us. No matter what we do, whether good or bad, we continue to be part of 
everything that God is doing. Nobody can drop out-there’s no place to drop out to. So we may as well get 
started and take our place in the story- at the beginning. 

Below are several websites that provide commentary on Genesis in general and on chapters 9-10 specifically. 
Use these resources for additional preparation to lead the discussion about Genesis 9-10.

Commentary on Genesis 9-10 from bible.org
Genesis 8.20-10:

• https://bible.org/seriespage/noahic-covenant%E2%80%94-new-beginning-genesis-820-917
• https://bible.org/seriespage/10-nakedness-noah-and-cursing-canaan-genesis-918-1032

For more information on Genesis visit: 
https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-genesis/

https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-genesis/


READ Genesis 9-10
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• Which best describes your life today: A raging storm, an enclosed ark, or a dove with an olive branch? 

Why?
• “The person to whom I am proud to be related is _____________.” Why?
• Who was your most famous relative or ancestor?

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• Genesis 9.1-17 stipulate a second covenant which God enters into with Noah and his heirs (see 6:13-7:5). 

What aspects of this covenant are forever? Which are unconditional? What does this covenant stipulate 
from the human side (vv. 1-7)? From God’s side (vv. 3,5,9-11)?

• In 9.1-7, why does God repeat for Noah much of what he told Adam? What new instructions does he add 
about lifeblood and murder? Why?

• In 9.12-17, what is the sign of this new covenant? What purpose does this sign serve?  Does the principle 
of the reflection of light diminish your belief in God’s use of a rainbow to represent his covenant?

• From elsewhere in the Bible; what do you know about other signs or seals of covenant commitments 
between God and his people? 

• What does this new covenant teach bout the sanctity of life? How might this teaching be especially 
important to Noah and his sons just now?

• From this story, what is your impression of Noah? How does this compare with the image presented in 
6:8-10?

• What do these contrasting images about children respecting parents?  About righteousness? (Does 
“righteous” mean sinless?) 

• What does Noah prophetic curse mean for his three sons? For the people of Israel descended through 
Shem? (Note: The Lord is the “God of Shem.”) 

• What’s the point of including this story in Genesis?
• Why did Noah curse Canaan for his father’s actions? How has your life been affected by the mistakes of 

your parents? By the successes of your parents?
• Archaeologists tell us that in Mesopotamia, these communities each developed their own cultic practices 

and finally united into political states with their own king, priests and a temple-tower. What caused these 
nations to eventually scatter, “each with its own language” (v.5; see 11:1-9)?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• What does this Flood story add to the overall Genesis themes of judgement and redemption, justice and 

mercy? 
• What symbolic rainbow have you experienced recently? In what area of your life does this passage bring 

you comfort? Where does it challenge you?
• Why is mocking your father (9:22) so serious, even today (see Eph 6:1-3)? Instead of scoffing, what should 

you do? 
• If someone were to write a brief, biblical account of your life, following the pattern of Genesis 10, how 

would it read? Fill in the blanks:  “ I was born in _____, to parents who __________. My big 
accomplishment in life was _________ as typified in my life’s motto, _______.”


