
Below are several websites that provide commentary on Genesis in general and on chapters 7-8 specifically. 
Use these resources for additional preparation to lead the discussion about Genesis 7-8.

Commentary on Genesis 7-8 from bible.org
Genesis 6.9-8.22:

• https://bible.org/seriespage/flood-genesis-69-822

Commentary on Genesis 6-8 from John Mark Hicks (Professor of Theology at Lipscomb University) 
• http://johnmarkhicks.com/2014/03/29/noah-the-movie-part-i/

For more information on Genesis visit: 
https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-genesis/

https://bible.org/seriespage/flood-genesis-69-822
https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-genesis/


READ Genesis 7-8
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• When you were a kid, what was something you used to do on a rainy day? What’s the longest you’ve ever 

had to wait in line? Was it worth it?
• What do you imagine would be the hardest part of living on the ark during the flood? 
• What do you think Noah and his family did while they waited in the ark for so long? Played games? Argued 

about whose turn it was for clean-up? Rejoiced in God’s deliverance? 

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• What do you think it must have been like for Noah and his family when they first entered the ark? When 

they heard the first raindrops? When the ark began to float? When the water began to recede? When the 
ark came to rest on solid ground?

• From this story of the great flood and independent accounts of great floods (especially the Babylonian Epic 
of Gilgamesh), what do you believe about the Flood? Was it world-wide or local? Did it really occur as told 
in the Genesis-account? Was it right to wipe out so many people? 

• Why do you think God has decided not to destroy the human race again, even though mankind is still evil?  
Why do you think God made his promise to destroy the human race the way he did (v.22)? To what future 
and final solutions does God’s mercy point?

• On a scale of 1 (totally laid back) to 10 (totally uptight), how patient would you have been in if the dove you 
sent came back and you had to keep waiting?

• What good news is there after the flood?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
•  What point from this story do you most need today?
• Where in your life do you feel like you are waiting or “on hold”?
• What have you found helpful during “waiting times”?
• Whether or not you can see anything happening, in what area of your life do you sense God at work? 

My spiritual life? 
My emotional life? 
My physical life? 
My family? 
My career? 
My friendships? 
Other?

• Take five minutes of silence to listen as you ask God this question, “Where is one place you want me to 
step out in faith, Lord?” share with the group what you heard in the silence OR what you felt about this 
question. Noah worshipped God by building an altar and offering sacrifices to God. How have you 
expressed your gratitude to God recently when he has brought you through a difficult situation? 


