
Below are several websites that provide commentary on Genesis in general and on chapters 5-8 specifically. 
Use these resources for additional preparation to lead the discussion about Genesis 5-6.

Commentary on Genesis 5-8 from bible.org
Genesis 5: Coming to Grips with Genealogies (Genesis 5:1-32)

• https://bible.org/seriespage/6-coming-grips-genealogies-genesis-51-32

Genesis 6.1-8: 
• https://bible.org/seriespage/sons-god-and-daughters-men-genesis-61-8

Genesis 6.9-8.22:
• https://bible.org/seriespage/flood-genesis-69-822

Commentary on Genesis 6-8 from John Mark Hicks (Professor of Theology at Lipscomb University) 
• http://johnmarkhicks.com/2014/03/29/noah-the-movie-part-i/

For more information on Genesis visit: 
https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-genesis/

https://bible.org/seriespage/6-coming-grips-genealogies-genesis-51-32
https://bible.org/seriespage/sons-god-and-daughters-men-genesis-61-8
https://bible.org/seriespage/flood-genesis-69-822
https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-genesis/


READ Genesis 5-6
(The following discussion questions are adapted from The Serendipity Bible)

Opening
• Whom are you most curious about in your family tree? Why?
• What do you think your great-grandchildren will remember about you? Why those things?
• What animal would you enjoy caring for every day? Which animals would you never want to keep?
• How do you react when the threat of a tornado is imminent?

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• As part of the ancient Near Eastern culture, Genesis contains a series of genealogies, as in chapter 5. 

What purpose do these selective genealogies serve? In short, what’s the point of Genesis 5? What do you 
think about this incredibly long lifespan Adam and his descendants enjoyed? 

• What truth from Genesis is underscored by the refrain, “And then he died”? If the line of Cain focuses on 
sin, what does the line of Seth focus on? 

• What is the significance of Adam having a son “in his own likeness” and “in his image” (see 1:26-27)? What 
is one exception to that reign of death (5:24)? What does it mean for Enoch of all people (see Heb 11:5f)? 
Is his experience unique? Or could believers in Christ also enjoy such victory over death (see 1 Cor 
15:50-51; 1 Th 4:13-18)?

• Apart of the obscurity of some details in in 6.1-5, what do you find most disturbing about the description of 
human corruption in verse 5?  Why?

• Why do you think God feels the way He does about human wickedness (v.6)? Do you think his decision in 
verse 7 is justified? Why or why not? 

• Why do you think God went to so much trouble to see that the animals were saved? 
• Compare Genesis 6:6 with 1 Samuel 15:28-29. How do you reconcile those apparent contradictions?
• From 6. 8-9, what do you learn about Noah’s character? Did Noah become this way because of God’s 

favor? Or did Noah somehow earn God’s favor? Why do you think so?
• Given the unmitigated violence, pervasive corruption and heavy peer pressure surrounding Noah, what 

might Noah be thinking when God tells him to build the ark? What do you see as the biggest obstacle to his 
accomplishing that task? How does Noah persevere when the going gets tough?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• Do you have a family historian? A genealogical tree drawn up to pass down the line? Why do you suppose 

genealogies are less important today than they were to people in biblical times? Many of the figures from 
Biblical history had meaningful names. Why were you given your name? Regarding your spiritual life right 
now what name would describe you best?

• Noah was the only one in his generation who was found righteous. Have you ever felt like you were the 
only one who was trying to be righteous and walk with God? When? Noah is described as a “righteous” 
and “blameless” man who “walked with God”.  What would you need to change in your life in order to have 
a reputation like Noah’s?

• What is something difficult which God is asking you to do? What one or two obstacles stand in your way?  
How does God’s promise in Noah’s situation help in overcoming the obstacles you are facing?


