
First, God. God is the subject of life. God is foundational for living. If we don’t have a sense of the primacy of 
God, we will never get it right, get life right, get our lives right. Not God at the margins; not God as an option; 
not God on the weekends. God at the center and circumference; God first and last; God, God, God.

Genesis gets us off on the right foot. Genesis pulls us into a sense of reality that is God-shaped and God-filled. 
It gives us a vocabulary for speaking accurately and comprehensively about our lives, where we come from 
and where we are going, what we think and what we do, the we live with and how to get along with them, the 
troubles we find ourselves in and the blessings that keep arriving. 

Genesis used words to make a foundation that is solid and true. Everything we think and do and feel is 
material in a building operation in which we are engaged all our life long. There is immense significance in 
everything we do. Our speech and our actions and our prayers are all, every detail of them, involved in the vast 
building operation comprehensively known as the Kingdom of God. But we don’t build the foundation. the 
Foundation is given. The foundation is firmly in place.

Jesus concluded his most famous teaching by telling us that there are two ways to go about our lives- we can 
build on sand or we can build on rock. No matter how wonderfully we build, if we build on sand it will all fall to 
pieces like a house of cards. We build on what is already there, on the rock. Genesis is a verbal witness to that 
rock: God’s creative acts, God’s intervening and gracious judgments, God’s call to a life of faith, God’s making 
covenant with us. 

But Genesis presents none of this to us as an abstract, bloodless “truth” or “principle.” We are given a 
succession of stores with named people, people who loved and quarreled, believed and doubted, had children 
and married, experienced sin and grace. If we pay attention, we find that we ourselves are living variations on 
these very stories:  Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and his sons, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and 
Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel, Joseph and his brothers. The stories show clearly that we are never outsiders or 
spectators to anything in “heaven and earth.” God doesn’t work impersonally from space; he works with us 
where we are, as he finds us. No matter what we do, whether good or bad, we continue to be part of 
everything that God is doing. Nobody can drop out-there’s no place to drop out to. So we may as well get 
started and take our place in the story- at the beginning.

For more information on Genesis visit: 
https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-genesis/

https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-genesis/


READ Genesis 3

Opening
• What food do you find especially tempting?
• When during your growing-up years did you get in big trouble with your parents?
• Do you still play hide-and-seek games? With kids? Easter eggs? Scavenger hunt? Why are such games 

perennial favorites?

Digging in — Discovering the Word
• Which portion of the serpents statements (vv. 1,4,5) are true and which are false (compare 3:4-5; 3:22; 

5:5)? Why do you think the serpent mixes the truth with lies?
• Compare Eve’s responses in verses 2,3 with what God actually said and did (2:9, 16, 17). How does Eve 

hedge, fixate upon and amplify God’s commandments? How does that play into Satan’s schemes?
• How might someone today fall prey to the same tempting question, “Did God really say…?”
• How can something “good”- the beauty, nourishment or wisdom conveyed by the fruit- be “wrong” when it 

feels so good? What does this imply for our “if-it-feels-good-do-it” culture?
• Why do you think Adam eats the fruit? Could he have resisted? What should he have done? Do you think 

Adam is more or less responsible than Eve? Why?
• Compare verses 7-13 with the previous chapter. How has the relationship which they had with God 

changed?
• Why do they engage in the original “cover-up”, “hide-and-seek” and “who dunnit” games? 
• How do the “curses” are connected to God’s original plan for humanity? (Genesis 1.26-31)
• Do you think the punishments detailed in verses 16-24 reflect varying degrees of guilt? Why or why not? 

Which punishments would have been most difficult for Adam? For Eve? For you? Why? 
• Why would God allow Adam and Eve to fail when tempted?  What does this say about God? About what he 

wants from us? 
• From this story, how would you define sin and its consequences?
• Where in this story do you find any good news? If Jesus is the ultimate offspring of Eve and Adam and is 

Satan’s enemy (v. 15), and if Jesus is the promised tree of life (v. 24; see Revelation 2:7), what does that 
mean for us?

Connecting the Dots — Applying the Word
• Compare Jesus’ temptation to this one (see Lk 4:1-13)? How was his similar? How were his responses 

different? 
• Can you think of three harder words to say than, “I am sorry”? How easy is it for you to admit you are 

wrong?
• When do you feel most “naked” before God? How does this help you understand Adam and Eve’s 

reactions?
• Where in your life is “the serpent” seemingly alive and well? 

(adapted from IVP Press Daily Bible Study, The Serendipity Bible, and The Invitation by Eugene Peterson)


