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LESSON 24 
Luke 24:1-53 

Introduction 
We last left the action with the women observing the Sabbath on the Saturday after Jesus’ 
death. As we saw, they are not simply sitting idle, but instead they are participating in their 
religious observances as a way to process their grief. 

But now, the action moves to Sunday – a day on which the world will be forever changed. As 
Paul writes, “if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith” (1 Cor 
15:14). What we read about today is an essential part of the Christian faith. While we should 
not reduce Christianity to one particular event, neither should we forget the importance of 
Christ being raised from the dead. 

The Biblical Text 
Luke 24:1-12 (The Empty Tomb) 

x Luke gives us our chronological setting: the first day of the week, early in the morning. 
o Jesus was crucified on a Friday afternoon. This is now the Sunday immediately 

after that. 
x The women have prepared spices and are now going to apply them to Jesus’ body. 

o We find out in 24:10 that the women are Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and others. 

x However, they find the stone rolled away, as if someone has accessed the tomb. 
o Luke doesn’t linger over details of the stone or the guards. 

x As they realize Jesus’ body is not there, two men in gleaming clothes appear. 
x The women instinctively bow down, recognizing something special (divine?) about these 

men. 
x The men make a profound statement: “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 

He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in 
Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified 
and on the third day be raised again.’” (Luke 24:5b-7). 

o These men have to remind the women of Jesus’ words, which neither they nor 
the male apostles really understood. 

o It is at this point that the women “remember [Jesus’] words.” 
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� The implication here is that they not only recall Jesus’ words, but now 
they are at least beginning to understand them. 

x The women return and tell the “Eleven” (the Twelve minus Judas). 
x The men, however, do not believe the women, calling their words “nonsense” (24:11). 
x Peter, however, reacts differently. 

o He runs to the tomb, sees the discarded linen strips, and wonders what has 
happened. 

o He doesn’t necessarily believe that Jesus has been raised, but he does 
acknowledge the body is missing. 

x Are the women and the apostles just dense for not understanding what has 
happened? Or is there something else going on? 

x What is the significance of women being the ones to first discover the empty tomb? 
x What do you make of Peter’s reaction? 

Luke 24:13-35 (To Emmaus) 

x This story happens the same day as what we have just read. 
x Two disciples were headed to Emmaus – about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
x As the two men are discussing what has happened, Jesus appears and begins talking 

with them. 
x They are “kept” from recognizing him – either by God or by their own unwillingness to 

recognize Jesus (or a combination of the two). 
x Jesus ends up getting the men to tell his own story. 

o Cleopas, incredulous that this strange man has no idea what has happened in 
Jerusalem, tells about Jesus of Nazareth, the powerful prophet who was 
crucified. 

o Cleopas makes a telling statement: “we had hoped that he was the one who was 
going to redeem Israel” (24:21). 

� Cleopas seems to assume that this was a false hope. 
� He does, however, acknowledge that others found the tomb empty. 
� He will not or cannot make a connection between the empty tomb and 

the risen Messiah. 
� Or, he believes the Messiah is risen, but that the resurrection is not what 

would redeem Israel. By failing the overthrow the Romans, the Messiah – 
even raised from the dead – was no use to Israel. 

x After hearing enough from Cleopas, Jesus rebukes him for his failure to understand. 
o Jesus begins with Moses and all of the Prophets, and he tells how Scripture has 

been pointing to him all along. 
x Jesus accompanies these two disciples to a meal, where he does the following: 

o Takes bread 
o Gives thanks 
o Breaks the bread 
o Gives the bread 

x This is the same sequence as the feeding of the five thousand and the Passover meal. 
This is a liturgical act, and Luke highlights it as such by emphasizing the constant order. 
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x After Jesus enacts this meal sequence, those at the table recognize him. 
x They go to Jerusalem to tell the Eleven that “The Lord has risen…” (24:34). 
x The two original disciples on the road to Emmaus confirm that they recognized Jesus 

when he broke the bread (24:35). 

x Why is the breaking of bread the point when Jesus is recognized? 
x In this passage, how is Christ known? 
x How does Jesus summarize the gospel here? 

Luke 24:36-49 (Appearances) 

x We are still at the same event we just read about. 
x While the Eleven are discussing the current happenings, Jesus stands among them and 

says, “Peace be with you” – a standard greeting (24:36). 
x Even still, the Eleven think Jesus is a ghost, so he shows them his hands and feet and 

allows them to touch him. 
x Even still, they do not believe because of joy and amazement (24:41). 

o Why can’t the apostles just believe? 
� “It wasn’t just a lack of faith that had stopped them understanding what 

Jesus had said in Galilee about his rising again. It was simply that nobody 
had ever dreamed that one single living person would be killed stone 
dead and then raised to a new sort of bodily life the other side of the 
grave, while the rest of the world carried on as before.”79 

x In response, Jesus asks for something to eat. 
x They give him some broiled fish, and he eats it “in their presence.” 

o Ghosts can’t eat, so Jesus is proving he is there in the flesh. 
x Jesus proceeds to give them a sermon, likely similar to the one he gave to the men on 

the Emmaus road. 
o Everything written about Jesus in the Law, Prophets, and Psalms (i.e., the Old  

Testament) must be fulfilled. 
o The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day. 
o Repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in Jesus’ name to all 

nations, starting with Jerusalem. 
x Jesus then tells the apostles that they are witnesses of these things. 
x Jesus will send them what God has promised. 

o We’ll find out later that this is the Holy Spirit. 
x Until then, the disciples are to stay in Jerusalem. 

x Compare the reaction of the women (earlier) to the disciples now. 
x What does Jesus’ resurrected body tell us about our future resurrected bodies? 
x In this passage, how is Christ known? 
x What is the significance of the meal together for the disciples? For us? 

                                                      

79 N.T. Wright, Luke for Everyone (Louisville: WJK Press, 2004), 290. 
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Luke 24:50-53 (Ascension) 

x The timing here is a bit tricky. 
o The story seems to flow directly from the previous passage, which puts the 

ascension on the Sunday Jesus rose from the dead. 
o But other gospel writers have a multi-week gap between resurrection and 

ascension. 
o Even Luke, in his own sequel to his gospel, puts forty days between resurrection 

and ascension (Acts 1:3). 
o We have two options: 

� There is a forty-day gap between Luke 24:49 and 24:50. 
� Luke is intentionally compressing the resurrection and proceeding events 

in order to make them a model for a worship service. 
x In Luke 24, there is both word (Jesus preaches from Scripture 

about himself) and table (there is a shared meal in which 
communion language is used). 

x “The events of the story follow the pattern of what we know 
about early Christian worship, as well as continuing liturgical 
practice: Two or more are gathered together, telling the stories 
that recall Jesus’ presence, reflecting on scripture, and breaking 
bread together.”80 

x Around the area of Bethany, Jesus lifts up his hands and blesses his disciples. 
x During this act, he is taken up into heaven/the skies (the word means the same thing). 
x At this point, the disciples worship Jesus and return joyfully to Jerusalem. 
x In Jerusalem, they stay in the temple praising God.  
x The gospel ends fittingly, in the temple, where it began with Zechariah, Simeon, and 

Anna. The gospel begins and ends with worship. 
o “[Luke] began his Gospel with a scene in Jerusalem, in the temple, at the hour of 

worship. Events in that opening scene generated anticipation in the reader: God 
is at work and something marvelous is about to happen. The reader is again in 
Jerusalem, in the temple, at the hour of worship. Events in this closing scene 
again generate anticipation: God is at work and something marvelous is about to 
happen.”81 

Application  
x If Luke were fabricating this account, how did he mess up? 

o He shouldn’t have had women be the primary witnesses. Women 
were not respected like men were at this time in history, so they 
wouldn’t be the ideal witnesses. 

                                                      

80 Sharon H. Ringe, Luke, Westminster Bible Companion (Louisville: WJK Press, 1995), 287. 

81 Fred Craddock, Luke, Interpretation (Louisville: WJK Press, 1991), 295. 
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o The disciples should have believed immediately. Why make up a 
story about Jesus as Messiah and then have his followers not 
believe he is indeed risen? 

x Is your doubt the same as the disciples’? Different? Better? Worse? 
x How are our lives shaped by the Resurrection? 
x What do we learn about discipleship from these passages? 

  


