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LESSON 22 
Luke 22:1-71 

Introduction 
Now the final actions begin. Jesus has just given his final lengthy teaching, and from now on, 
everything will be happening at a quick pace. We begin at the Last Supper, which we think 
occurred on a Thursday night. Everything from Thursday until Sunday is covered in the next two 
chapters, and it’s just one event after the next. 

We must remember, though, that even with this hurried pace in which everything seems 
chaotic, God is in control. Additionally, nothing is happening to Jesus that Jesus himself is not 
allowing to happen. In other words, Jesus is not really at the mercy of the authorities, and God 
is not really being defeated. This is all part of the plan. Nevertheless, the stress of the disciples 
and the suffering of Jesus is very real. 

The Biblical Text 
Luke 22:1-6 (Judas’ Plot) 

x Luke begins by situating the events during the “Festival of Unleavened Bread,” 
otherwise known as the Passover. 

o Jesus has said that he is on a journey to accomplish his “exodus” (Luke 9:31). So 
it is fitting that we are now in the middle of the Passover Feast, a major event in 
the exodus story. 

x During all this, the religious leaders (chief priests and law teachers) are looking for a way 
to get rid of Jesus (22:2). 

o They are afraid of what the Jewish people will do if they continue to listen – and 
be influenced by – Jesus’ message. 

o If Jesus incites a rebellion, as the leaders fear he is doing, it will bring the wrath 
of the Roman army upon the Jews in Jerusalem. 

o It’s also probably true that the Jewish leaders are participating in some shady 
dealing with the Roman Empire and profiting from it. Jesus would be upsetting 
that arrangement. 

o Therefore, the Jewish leaders need to get rid of Jesus quietly. 
x Satan enters Judas (22:32). 

o Satan, which means “the accuser,” is doing exactly that here. 



- 104 - 

o He will accuse Jesus of being a deceiver, rebel, false prophet, and fake 
Messiah.63 

o After Jesus’ temptation, the devil leaves “until an opportune time” (Luke 4:13). 
That time has come. 

x Judas goes to the religious leaders to discuss his betrayal plan. 
o The leaders will give Judas money in exchange for handing Jesus over at an 

appropriate time. 

x Describe the role of greed in this text. Do you see any other motives at work in 
Judas? 

Luke 22:7-38 (Passover) 

x On Thursday64, Jesus sends Peter and John to 
prepare for the Passover Meal, which Jesus and 
his disciples would have observed, since they 
followed Jewish law and custom. 

o These two disciples will find a man 
carrying a jar of water. 

� Since this was normally a 
woman’s job, this man would be 
easy to spot. 

o They will ask this man about using his 
guest room for the meal. 

o This is similar to Jesus’ instructions to 
find a donkey for him to use in his entry 
to Jerusalem. 

� The plan has been worked out ahead of time. 
x Next we find Jesus and the disciples reclining (the customary posture of eating) at the 

table (22:14). 
x Jesus tells them of his desire to eat this meal with them, and tells them he will not eat it 

again “until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 
x Jesus then proceeds to use the cup and the bread as symbols of his own body and of 

their fellowship together. 
o He has them divide the contents of the cup (wine) among them. 
o He then takes bread, gives thanks for it, breaks it, and gives it to them (same 

sequence as Luke 9:16, where Jesus feeds the crowd). 
� He tells them that the bread is his body given for them, and that they 

should partake of the bread in remembrance of him. 

                                                      

63 N.T. Wright, Luke for Everyone (Louisville: WJK Press, 2004), 263. 

64 This Thursday has traditionally been called “Maundy Thursday,” from the Latin mande, meaning “to 
mandate or command.” Later in this story, Jesus will give his disciples a command regarding the Passover. 

Passover was the great Jewish 
festival celebrating the liberation of 
the people from the yoke of Egypt. Its 
basic theme was remembrance 
leading to hope. This was introduced 
by the ritual question, “Why is this 
night different from all others?” The 
response began with the story of the 
first Passover, followed by a recital of 
other occasions in which God had 
delivered Israel, and usually 
concluded with a prayer for the 
liberation of the land of Israel from 
Roman rule…” from Justo L. González, 
Luke, Belief: A Theological Commentary on 
the Bible (Louisville: WJK Press, 2010), 244. 
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o Finally, after the meal, he takes the cup. 
� It is the “new covenant” in his blood, which is “poured out” for them.65 

x Jesus proceeds to remind them that his betrayer is at the table right then. The betrayer 
had just participated in the Last Supper (fellowship) with them. 

x The disciples begin to wonder who would do such a thing. 
x This discussion leads to a rather prideful discussion of which disciple was the greatest. 
x Jesus rebukes them for this kind of discussion. 

o They have already had this pointless discussion (Luke 9:46). 
o His disciples are to be like servants. 
o The greatest should be like the youngest. 
o The ruler should be like the one who serves. 

� This echoes the great reversal we see throughout the book. 
x Jesus turns his attention to Simon Peter. 

o He tells Peter that Satan has asked to sift them (the “you” is plural) like wheat. 
o However, Jesus has been praying for Peter (this “you” is singular). 
o Peter doesn’t believe the prediction, but Jesus is specific: Peter will betray Jesus 

three times before the rooster crows (22:34). 
x Now Jesus turns back to the full group and gives some instructions on the coming days. 

o Get a purse if you don’t have one. 
o Get a bag if you don’t have one. 
o Get a sword if you don’t have one. 

x These are meant to let his disciples see that this mission is different than the one in 9:1-
6, where they could rely on Jewish hospitality and didn’t need to rely on their own 
preparations. 

x The disciples, not getting the imagery, think that Jesus literally wants them to get 
swords. 

o Jesus rebukes the use of swords later in 9:51. 
o They bring two swords. 
o Jesus says, “That’s enough!” (9:38). 

� You should probably read “That’s enough!” in a dismissive tone, as in 
“Never mind. You don’t get it.” 

� If you think Jesus is uttering an approval, how could Jesus possibly think 
two swords are enough if he means for his disciples to actually use them 
as violent force to defend themselves? 

� At this point, Jesus is “wearily putting a stop to the entire conversation, 
in which at every point [the disciples] seem determined to 
misunderstand him.”66 

                                                      

65 There are some textual variant issues (differences between manuscripts) in verses 16-20, which may 
account for the cup-bread-cup order that seems odd to us. 1 Cor. 10:16 and the Didache (early Christian teaching 
document) both list the cup before the bread, but Luke is the only source that has yet another cup after the bread. 

66 Wright, 66. 
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x How does Jesus demonstrate the kind of servant leadership he discusses in this 
chapter? 

x When we participate in the Lord’s Supper each Sunday, what should we be thinking? 
What are we doing? 

x The one who betrays Jesus (in fact, the two who will betray Jesus) are in this story 
eating the Passover feast with him, and yet will later do unspeakable acts against 
Jesus. How might we apply that to communion? 

Luke 22:39-53 (Arrest) 

x Now Jesus goes out “as usual” to the Mount of Olives. 
o Recall the previous chapter: “Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and 

each evening he went out to spend the night on the hill called the Mount of 
Olives” (21:37). 

x He instructs his disciples to pray that they might avoid temptation and then he goes off 
to pray by himself. 

o He prays that God might spare him from what is about to happen. 
o In the end, however, he submits himself to the will of God. 

x An angel comes to strengthen Jesus. 
x Nevertheless, in anguished prayer, he begins to sweat blood (a known, but uncommon, 

medical condition). 
x Leaving, Jesus finds his disciples asleep, “exhausted from sorrow” (22:45). 
x He instructs them to get up and continue praying to avoid temptation. 
x As Jesus is still speaking to his disciples, the Judas-led crowd approaches. 
x Judas attempts to kiss Jesus (to signal to the leaders whom to arrest), but Jesus stops 

him and calls him out on the hypocrisy of betraying a friend with a kiss. 
x The disciples spring into action, asking Jesus if they should defend him. 
x Luke tells us that “one of them” (not named in Luke) strikes the high priest’s servant 

and cuts off his ear. 
o The attacker wasn’t likely aiming for the ear; that would be absurd. He is 

probably swinging sideways (think baseball) in order to slice the servant’s neck, 
but the servant ducks his head and the sword slices his ear instead. 

o The irony is that Jesus’ enemy comes with a kiss but Jesus’ friend comes with 
violence. 

x Jesus says, “None of this!” and heals the servant. 
o This, unlike other miracles, is not done primarily to testify to God’s glory as much 

as it is done to demonstrate Jesus’ obedience to the plan for his arrest.67 
x After calling Judas out on his hypocrisy and cowardice, Jesus does the same to the 

crowd. 
o He has been teaching in the temple daily, giving them plenty of chances to arrest 

him. 
o Instead, the mob comes at night, under cover of darkness – a cowardly act. 

                                                      

67 Sharon H. Ringe, Luke, Westminster Bible Companion (Louisville: WJK Press, 1995), 267. 
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x Why do the disciples need to pray to avoid temptation? What temptation? 
x How can Jesus prayer of petition/submission serve as a model for us? 

Luke 22:54-62 (Peter) 

x At the Last Supper, Jesus predicted that Peter would deny him three times before the 
rooster crows. 

x Now, Peter is outside the house of the high priest, where Jesus is being held. 
x A servant girl sees Peter and recognizes him from the arrest scene earlier. 
x Peter denies knowing Jesus. 
x Two other people identify Peter with Jesus, and two more times, Peter denies Jesus. 
x As Peter is speaking his third denial, a rooster crows. 
x Luke is the only one to tell us that at this moment, Jesus looks straight at Peter. 
x Peter now remembers the prediction, examines his recent denials, and weeps bitterly. 

x What emotions do you imagine Jesus was feeling when he looked at Peter? 
x Judas and Peter have both betrayed Jesus. What, however, are the differences 

between the two? 
o Peter weeps in repentance. 
o Judas tries to fix it (in Acts); Peter realizes he is beyond “fixing” 

and relies on the forgiveness of Jesus. 

Luke 22:63-71 (Hearings before the Jews) 

x Those holding Jesus begin to beat and mock him. Since he has shown special powers 
and/or been called a prophet, they hit him and see if he can determine who did it. 

x After a night of being held at the chief priest’s house, the leaders (chief priests and law 
teachers) gather to question Jesus. 

x They ask him if he is the Messiah. 
o If he says “yes” they will accuse him of blasphemy, because this claim would 

mean he is claiming to be God. 
x Jesus responds with three statements:68 

o You won’t believe what I say anyway (22:66b). 
o I will be at God’s right hand (22:67) (alluding to Daniel 7:13 and Psalm 110:1). 
o You said I’m the Son of God, not me (22:70). 

x The council determines they’ve heard enough to proceed further with the trial against 
Jesus. It is almost time to involve the Romans. 

Application  
x How do Peter’s actions cause us to examine ourselves? 
x How does what we know about Peter (i.e., that he went on to be a leader in the 

church) give us hope?  
                                                      

68 Fred Craddock, Luke, Interpretation (Louisville: WJK Press, 1991), 266. 
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Consider this quote along with the above question: “Future greatness will not shield [Peter] 
from failing in the immediate test, nor will that triple failure seal his future.”69 

x Is asking “How could Judas do it?” the right question? Or should we instead 
examine our own record of discipleship?70 

Next Week’s Text 
Luke 23:1-56 

  

                                                      

69 Ringe, 264. 

70 Craddock, 253. 


