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LESSON 20 
Luke 19:28-21:4 

Introduction 
In this week’s lesson, we finally arrive in Jerusalem. Everything has been leading up to this 
moment in time. Now, Jesus begins to take the steps that will lead to his death on the cross. He 
knows this, but his disciples still have trouble grasping what lies ahead. 

Everything we will read from now on should be read as the climax of Luke’s Gospel. Everything 
so far has led us here, and now the narrative will slow down and spend plenty of time on this 
final week. 

The Biblical Text 
Luke 19:28-44 (Entering Jerusalem) 

x As Jesus and his disciples are approaching Jerusalem, he sends two ahead to find a colt 
tied up there, prepared and ready. 

o Either Jesus has made some pre-arrangements, or this is Luke reminding us that 
God is miraculously at work (and these two are not mutually exclusive). 

o The donkey is pure, having never been ridden. It has been specially prepared for 
Jesus’ ride into the city. 

x The disciples do as Jesus says, even giving the reply (19:33) that Jesus instructs (19:31). 
x The disciples bring the donkey back to Jesus, putting their cloaks on it for Jesus to sit 

upon. 
x Gathering crowds perform similar actions, throwing their cloaks along the ground to 

form a path. 
o This is similar to how a victorious Roman general would return from battle. But 

he would be riding in a magnificent chariot, not a lowly donkey. 
o By his actions, Jesus is claiming fulfillment of prophecy: “Rejoice greatly, 

Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey” (Zech. 9:9 NIV). 

x As Jesus nears the Mount of Olives, the disciples begin praising loudly – perhaps even 
obnoxiously loudly. 
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o They sing part of Psalm 118, a psalm that thanks God for his love, expresses trust 
in him, and recounts his deeds as an expression of confidence that God is 
continuing to act. 

x The Pharisees, fearing accusations of an insurrection from the Romans (after all, Jesus is 
approaching as a king), order Jesus to silence his disciples. 

x Jesus refuses, noting that praise must happen, and if the human disciples don’t do it, 
the stones will. 

x Continuing his approach, Jesus begins to weep for Jerusalem. 
o He has warned the city of its impending doom. 
o Titus will come and destroy the city in 70 AD. 
o Instead of gloating and saying “I told you so,” Jesus weeps for the inevitable ruin 

of such an important city – ruin that will come as a result of their refusal to 
accept Jesus as the Messiah. 

o Jesus laments that Jerusalem does not know “what would bring [it] peace” 
(19:42). 

� They thought killing Jesus and overthrowing the Romans would bring 
peace. In reality, it spurred on events that led to the city’s destruction in 
70 AD. 

x Verses 43-44 describe this siege and destruction. 
o Remember, Luke is probably writing this after this destruction of 70 AD. 

Therefore, we can view it as an after-the-fact explanation to Luke’s audience. 
� When they ask, “Why did our city get destroyed?” they can look to 

Luke’s Gospel for an answer. 

x What do the crowd’s various reactions tell you about how they view Jesus? 
x What do you make of Jesus’ reaction of weeping and sorrow instead of gloating? 

Luke 20:9-19 (Parable of the Tenants) 

x This is another parable about an absent landowner and the workers left behind to tend 
the field (see Luke 16:1-3 and 19:11-28 for other examples). 

x Here the owner leaves and workers (tenants) stay behind to care for and harvest from 
the land. 

x When harvest time arrives, the owner sends a servant to collect the owner’s share of 
the harvest. 

x The tenants beat the servant instead, sending him away with nothing. 
x This happens two more times. 
x The owner, growing frustrated, decides to send his own son. The tenants disrespected 

the previous servant messengers; maybe they will at least respect the owner’s son. 
x But the tenants do not respect him; in fact, they kill him, hoping that by getting rid of 

the owner’s natural heir, they themselves (the tenants) will be able to take the son’s 
inheritance. 

x The owner’s reaction is not unexpected: he will kill the tenants and give the vineyard 
(and the inheritance) to others who do not dismiss his servants and even his son. 

x The listeners react with horror! “God forbid!” (20:16). 
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x Jesus interprets this one for his listeners, partly by quoting more from Psalm 118 (which 
we saw earlier as a song being sung as Jesus entered Jerusalem). 

o Jesus is the cornerstone (the chief piece of building material). The builders (Jews 
or maybe more specifically the “teachers of the law and chief priests” [see 
20:19]) rejected Jesus, but you cannot simply avoid this cornerstone. It is a 
destructive force for all those who reject it. 

x This sets in motion the final plot to arrest Jesus, because the “teachers of the law and 
chief priests” realize Jesus has told the parable against them (20:19). 

x However, they don’t take action immediately, because the crowd welcoming Jesus 
would not react kindly to action against him. 

x What figures is Jesus alluding to with his analogy? 
o Owner=God 
o Servants=prophets 
o Son=Jesus 
o Tenants=Jewish leaders 

x What does it mean for us to not reject Jesus today? 

Luke 20:20-26 (Taxes to Caesar) 

x The teachers of the law and chief priests, just implicated in the previous parable, now 
send spies to try to catch Jesus making a gaffe that could get him in trouble. 

x The spies, “pretending to be sincere” (20:20), begin by flattering Jesus, stating that he 
teaches what is right and does not show partiality (20:21). 

x Then, they ask the trick question: “Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
(20:22). 

o If Jesus says “yes,” he risks two problems: 
� Endorsing treason against God 

x The historian Josephus details how in 6 AD Judas the Galilean 
declared paying taxes to Rome to be treason against God.56 

� Affirming the continuation of a heavy tax burden imposed by the 
Romans. This was one main reason the Jews wanted to overthrow the 
Romans, and Jesus would be negating this sentiment. 

o If Jesus says “no,” they can get the Romans to charge him with treason and/or 
insurrection and let the Romans kill him. 

x Jesus does not fall for the trap. 
o He asks for the coin and asks what inscription is on it. 
o The spies affirm Caesar’s inscription is on it. 

� The coin would probably have had an inscription calling Caesar the “son 
of divine Augustus.” If they are so worried about Jesus endorsing Caesar, 
they ought to point the finger at themselves for even carrying such a 
blasphemous coin. 

                                                      

56 Fred Craddock, Luke, Interpretation (Louisville: WJK Press, 1991), 236. 



- 96 - 

o Jesus says that if the coin is Caesar’s, then give it to Caesar. Conversely, give God 
what is God’s. 

x This answer does not play into their trap and leaves them astonished and silent. 
x Note: while duties to God vs. duties to state is an important topic and one addressed 

elsewhere (notably Romans 13), this passage is more than a simple teaching on God vs. 
state. 

x Rather, it is a teaching about shunning compromise that gets in the way of our 
allegiance to God. Jesus denies that the coin is worth much. Just give Caesar back his 
“stuff” and get on about God’s business.57 

x How does Jesus avoid the spies’ trap? 
x How might you reword Jesus’ answer? 

Luke 20:45-21:4 (Scribes and Widows) 

x As he has done before, Jesus says something to his disciples knowing a larger crowd is 
listening. 

x He tells them to watch out for the teachers of the law, because they like long robes, 
respectful public greetings, and important seats at dinners and at the synagogue for 
worship. 

o In other words, they like public shows of their important status. 
x In addition to these public shows, the teachers of the law apparently also like to devour 

widows’ homes and make showy prayers. 
o Widows, as we have seen, are some of the most vulnerable members of society. 
o Instead of protecting them, the teachers of the law are exploiting them! 

x Jesus affirms the punishment of these law teachers. 
x In contrast to the law teachers, and in keeping with his mention of widows, Jesus points 

out a widow that gives sacrificially and in a non-showy way. 
o The rich are putting their lavish gifts in the temple treasury. 
o The widow only puts in two copper coins – an almost worthless amount 

compared to the gifts of the rich. 
x Jesus points out that giving out of wealth (i.e., giving that doesn’t involve making any 

real sacrifices) pales in comparison to giving that means cutting back on other areas in 
order to make the gift (21:4). 

x The law teachers measure their value by their robe length and the amount of lavish 
praise people heap on them. How does this differ from how God measures value? 

Application  
x What broad themes about wealth and money do these stories hit? 

                                                      

57 Michael Card, Luke: The Gospel of Amazement (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011), 234. 
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x How often do we actually make adjustments in other areas of spending vs. just 
giving what happens to be left over? 

x The disciples and welcoming crowds were lavish and risky with their praise to the 
arriving Messiah. How much risk are we willing to take for Jesus? 

x In many of these stories, the “good religious folk” are the ones behaving badly and 
consequently on the receiving end of judgment and punishment. How do we avoid 
being the “good religious folk”? 

Next Week’s Text 
Luke 21:5-38 

  


