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LESSON 19 
Luke 18:31-19:27 

Information for Teacher 
This lesson doesn’t treat the opening few verses (18:31-34) where Jesus predicts his death a 
third time. However, it would be helpful to at least read them as an introduction to the story of 
the blind beggar to set the context. 

Introduction 
Jesus and his disciples are still on their way to Jerusalem, and at the end of this week’s text, 
they are right at the entrance to the city. We continue to see themes of reversal of fortunes and 
Jesus reaching out to people on the margins. We also read a parable about the need to be 
ready for Jesus’ return. 

The Biblical Text 
Luke 18:35-43 (A Blind Beggar Sees) 

x Jesus has just predicted his death at the hands of the Gentiles. 
x However, the disciples “did not understand any of this” and “they did not know what he 

was talking about” (18:34). 
x Now, still on their way to Jerusalem, Jesus and his disciples come to Jericho. 
x They encounter a blind beggar by the roadside (probably at the gate of the city where 

there was a large amount of foot traffic). 
x The crowd tells the blind beggar that “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by,” and the beggar 

responds, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.” 
o This beggar is the only character in the gospels to call Jesus “Son of David.” 
o This is not just any title. Calling Jesus “Son of David” has serious messianic 

overtones. The “Son of David” is the one who is coming to re-assume the throne 
of David, overthrow oppressors, and restore Israel. 

o Interestingly, healing the blind was a messianic miracle outlined in Isaiah 35:5 
and 61:1. 

x The beggar will not give in to those who want to silence him, and instead he continues 
to call out to Jesus. 

x Jesus has the man brought to him and asks him what he wants. He responds, “Lord, I 
want to see” (18:41). 
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x Jesus gives him his sight and tells him his faith has healed him. 
o Again as in earlier stories, the word for “heal” is the same word for “save.” 

x The man responds appropriately: he follows Jesus and praises God publicly for all to 
see. 

x Luke has told a story of disciples who can’t see who Jesus really is (18:31-34), 
followed by a story of a blind beggar who can figuratively see who Jesus is, correctly 
calling him the Son of David. What do you make of this contrast? 

x What does the blind man probably expect of Jesus by calling him Son of David? How 
will Jesus fulfill and/or change those expectations? 

Luke 19:1-10 (Zacchaeus) 

x Jesus enters the actual city of Jericho, known as the city of priests, because many priests 
who served in Jerusalem lived in Jericho, a short distance away. 

o The road from Jerusalem to Jericho is the setting for the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. The priest and the Levite in the story were likely on their way from 
their “job” in Jerusalem to their home in Jericho. 

x Zacchaeus lives there. He is not only a tax collector; he is a chief tax collector. This 
makes him worse than the already-detested tax collectors. 

o Tax collectors were hated by their fellow Jews for extorting money from their 
own people to give to the oppressive Roman empire. 

o Zacchaeus isn’t a good guy. He isn’t a nice “wee little man.” He is a criminal who 
extorts his fellow Jews to line his own pockets. 

� He isn’t despised because the Jews are judgmental. He is despised 
because he is a “slimy, good-for-nothing thief.”49 

o But, as we’ve seen in Luke’s gospel, tax collectors – people on the margins of 
society – generally fare pretty well when Jesus encounters them. 

x Zacchaeus wants to see Jesus’ approach but because of Zacchaeus’ height and the large 
crowd, he has to climb a tree to see Jesus. 

x Jesus approaches and looks up. Seeing Zacchaeus, Jesus orders him down and tells 
Zacchaeus that he is coming to his house. 

o Jesus enters the city of priests but immediately heads to the house of a tax 
collector!50 

o Zacchaeus seems to welcome this opportunity. Perhaps he has heard of Jesus’ 
reputation as a “friend of tax collectors and sinners” (Luke 7:34).51 

x Of course, this angers many, who see the scandal of Jesus being the “guest of a sinner” 
(19:7). 

                                                      

49 N.T. Wright, Luke for Everyone (Louisville: WJK Press, 2004), 212. 

50 Wright, 211. 

51 Fred Craddock, Luke, Interpretation (Louisville: WJK Press, 1991), 219. 
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x We don’t know what may have prompted Zacchaeus’ response, but he proclaims to 
Jesus that he is giving half his possessions to the poor and will pay back four times 
what he has taken wrongfully. 

o According to the Law, if you defraud someone but then voluntarily offer to make 
amends, you must pay back the original amount plus twenty percent (Lev. 6:5; 
Num. 5:7).52 

� The penalty increases if the offender is forced to make amends rather 
than doing it voluntarily. 

o Zacchaeus, then, goes above the prescribed penalty and gives more than the 
Law requires. 

o This reminds us that repentance is not just an inner change of heart. 
Repentance sometimes means making physical amends for wrongs done 
previously. 

o Zacchaeus doesn’t earn his new identity by being generous. Rather, because of 
his new identity in Christ, he chooses to be generous. 

� You cannot be privately righteous while still participating in systemic 
injustice.53 Zacchaeus had to remedy the injustices he had perpetrated. 

o We see from this that Jesus’ previous admonition to the rich young ruler to sell 
everything and give it to the poor was not a universal command. Zacchaeus 
doesn’t do exactly that here, and yet Jesus commends him. 

x Jesus proclaims that salvation has come to Zacchaeus’ house and reminds his hearers of 
his mission: to seek and save the lost (of whom Zacchaeus was a member). 

o See Acts 10:2; 11:14; 16:15-31; 18:8 for more writings from Luke on the concept 
of “household salvation.”54 

x How do we usually define repentance? 
x How would Zacchaeus define repentance? 
x What statement is Jesus making by eating with Zacchaeus? 

Luke 19:11-27 (Parable of the Minas) 

x This parable is apparently told to those gathered in Zacchaeus’ house. 
o It sounds somewhat similar to the parable of the talents in Matt. 25:14-30, but 

there are enough differences in both content and message that it’s best to treat 
the parables as separate stories that happen to share some similarities. 

x Jesus tells this story because “he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the 
kingdom of God was going to appear at once” (19:11). 

                                                      

52 Sharon H. Ringe, Luke, Westminster Bible Companion (Louisville: WJK Press, 1995), 232. 

53 Craddock, 218. 

54 Craddock, 220. 



- 91 - 

o In other words, many thought Jesus was going to completely end injustice and 
Roman oppression upon arriving in Jerusalem, when in reality, his death and 
resurrection are just the beginning. 

x A nobleman goes to another country to be appointed king (a common custom at this 
time). 

x In his absence, he gives ten of his servants one mina (about 90-100 days’ wages) with 
instructions to “put this money to work…until I come back” (19:13). 

o Some of his subjects send messengers after him telling him people don’t want 
him as king. 

o He gets appointed king anyway. 
x Upon his return, the nobleman – now king – calls for his servants. 

o One has turned the one mina into ten. 
o The king commends him: “Well done…Because you have been trustworthy in a 

small matter, take charge of ten cities” (19:17). 
o Another has turned his mina into five and earns a similar commendation. 
o Yet another has hidden his mina, because he was afraid of the master. He thinks 

the master earns things unjustly, “[taking] out what [he] did not put in and 
reap[ing] what [he] did not sow” (19:21). 

x The king rebukes the final servant, telling him he should have invested the money like 
the others. 

x The king takes away the final servant’s only mina and gives to the first, ten-mina-
earning servant. The reason? “…to everyone who was, more will be given, but as for the 
one who has nothing, even what they have will be taken away.” 

x The king ends with a death sentence for those who didn’t want him to be king (19:27). 
x The message to disciples is a call to faithfulness in the interim time until Jesus’ return. 

The warning to not-yet-disciples is against rejecting Jesus as king.55 

x Does this story give you hope or fear? Why? 
x What does the master/king expect of his subjects while he is gone? What was wrong 

with what the non-investing subject did? 
x What lessons of stewardship (not necessarily about finances) do we learn from this 

story? 

Application  
x How do we miss seeing who Jesus really is? 
x Is repentance a one-time thing that happens before we’re baptized? Is it an ongoing 

thing for Christians? 
x What does it mean to do more than just “preserve” the gospel we have been given? 

How do we put it to work? 
x What does it look like to reject Jesus as King? 

                                                      

55 Craddock, 222-223. 


