
- 69 - 

 

LESSON 15 
Luke 14:1-35 

Opening Discussion 
x What is the most prestigious event you’ve attended? 

Introduction 
This text features the third and final time Luke records Jesus dining at a Pharisee’s house. As 
usual, Jesus turns the meal into a teaching opportunity, even at the risk of offending his hosts. 
Verses 1-6 show us Jesus’ teachings on the usefulness of Sabbath rules. Next, he talks about 
humans’ desire to have places of prominence and how God actually desires humility. Finally, 
Jesus talks to crowds about the cost of following him. 

The Biblical Text 
Luke 14:1-14 (At a Pharisee’s House) 

x Jesus is eating at a Pharisee’s house on the Sabbath. 
o Jesus is being “carefully watched” (14:1). As we now know, the Pharisees are 

suspicious of Jesus and may be trying to trick him. 
x One guest has some sort of swelling in his body. 
x Jesus turns this into a theological debate. 

o He asks the Pharisees and lawyers if it is lawful to heal on the Sabbath. 
� Jewish law (not just the Old Testament, but the many rules based on the 

Old Testament that had been developed over the years) had a very strict 
list of what kind of work was allowed on the Sabbath and what was not 
allowed. 

o The Pharisees realize that it’s a trick question. There’s no good way to answer. 
� If they say it is allowed, then they are abandoning some of their rules. 
� If they say it is not allowed, then they seem heartless. 

x Jesus heals the man and sends him on. 
x Jesus gives this principle: if you have an animal or child that is in distress, wouldn’t you 

help it, even if it’s the Sabbath? 
o In other words, what good do all the extra rules do if they in fact lead to people 

being hurt? 
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� The classic modern example of this is a Christian on his/her way to 
worship who sees someone on the roadside who obviously needs 
assistance. Do you miss worship to help? 

x Worshipping together should spur us on to love and good deeds 
(Heb. 10:24). Why pass up a chance to actually do a good deed 
because you just have to get to worship to be spurred on to good 
deeds? 

o Hopefully, most of our good deeds can be done without 
sacrificing our worship time together. But some things, like 
the man’s swelling, just can’t wait.  

o We miss the point of worship if we use it as a reason to 
ignore a pressing good work that ought to be done. 

o Likewise, the Pharisees were missing the point of the 
Sabbath if they interpreted it and regulated it so that it 
kept someone from doing a good work (i.e., healing). 

x Moving on, Jesus notices how everyone at the dinner had been jockeying for the prime 
spots of honor (probably near the head of the table), so he begins to teach: 

o Don’t take the place of honor at a table. What if someone more distinguished 
has been invited? Then you’ll be publicly embarrassed when he/she arrives and 
you get demoted to a chair near the back. 

o Instead, take the least-honored seat, so you have the chance to get moved up 
and be honored publicly. 

� Ringe writes, “In a stratified society, misjudging social status was a 
serious mistake.”32 

o Jesus sums this up in a memorable saying: “Those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted” (14:11). 

x Next, Jesus turns his attention to the Pharisee who is hosting the dinner. 
o For meals, don’t invite friends, siblings, relatives, or rich neighbors. 

� People invited others to events with not just the hope, but the 
expectation of the invitation being reciprocated at some point. You invite 
others so that you yourself might be invited to one of their events. 

o Instead, invite the poor, crippled, lame, and blind. 
� These people are obviously unable to return the favor. 

o The host might not get an immediate reward by way of a reciprocal invitation, 
but he will be rewarded at the resurrection of the righteous (14:14). 

� This teaching echoes Proverbs 19:17: “Whoever is kind to the poor lends 
to the LORD, and he will reward them for what they have done.” 

x Name a time that rules didn’t serve the purpose for which they were created. 
x In what ways do we jockey for position in God’s eyes? 

                                                      

32 Sharon H. Ringe, Luke, Westminster Bible Companion (Louisville: WJK Press, 1995), 195. 
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x Is Jesus advocating a false humility (i.e., I really belong at the head of the table, but 
I’ll sit at the back?) If not, how do we change our hearts so we don’t even believe we 
should be at the head of the table? 

Luke 14:15-24 (The Great Banquet) 

x One of those eating with Jesus says, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the 
kingdom of God” (14:15). 

o Although Jesus’ previous teachings in 14:7-14 were not necessarily harsh toward 
his companions, there were some difficult truths there for them. 

x It seems as though this guest did not get the implications of Jesus’ teachings, so Jesus is 
now going to tell a story in hopes that his audience might better understand that he’s 
calling them out for their exclusive and prideful behaviors. 

o A man invites many guests to a banquet. 
o As the time approaches, he sends a servant out to get confirmations of who is 

attending. 
� In this time period, invitations worked like this: 

x First, one would issue an invitation to an event, often weeks or 
even months in advance. There was no specific date attached –
just an invitation to a dinner to be held sometime in the near 
future. 

x Then, as the actual date was confirmed and was drawing closer, 
the host would announce the date and gather the RSVPs to get 
confirmation of who will actually attend.33 

o The servant encountered several excuses, including the following: 
� I just bought a field and must go see it (14:18). 

x This is obviously just an excuse not to attend. Who buys a field 
before even looking at it? 

x Jesus is obviously trying to point out the absurdity of these 
people who are declining. 

� I just bought some oxen and must go try them out (11:19). 
x Again, who buys oxen without trying them out before buying? 

� I just got married. 
x Someone who just got married probably wouldn’t have been 

invited. And in this society, where people celebrated these kinds 
of events together, the host probably wouldn’t have scheduled a 
feast that conflicted with a neighbor’s wedding. 

o Upon hearing the report, the host gets angry and sends the servant out to invite 
the “poor, crippled, blind, and lame” (14:21). 

� This is the same group Jesus lists in 14:13. 
� It seems that the “good religious folk” found something more interesting, 

so the guest list will have to be expanded.34 
                                                      

33 Michael Card, Luke: The Gospel of Amazement (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011), 177. 
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o Even still, the party is not maxed out on attendance, so the master orders the 
servant to go to the “roads and country lanes” and compel those people to 
come. 

� People of such lowly status would indeed have had to be compelled to 
attend. Because of their place on the social ladder, they wouldn’t have 
normally risked the embarrassment of attending an event above their 
place in society.35 

o The host ends by saying, “I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a 
taste of my banquet” (14:25). 

� This is Jesus’ answer to the bold proclamation of the guest in 14:15. 
x The guest says, “Blessed is the one who eats at the feast in God’s 

kingdom.” 
x Jesus basically says, “Well, that’s not you, because you’ve rejected 

God’s invitation and now the others are being invited in your 
place.” 

x “What would it mean to celebrate God’s kingdom so that the people at the bottom of 
the pile, at the end of the line, would find it good news?”36 

x What absurd excuses to we make up to avoid following Christ? 
x What are some “more interesting” things that we good religious people end up doing 

instead of following Christ? 

Luke 14:25-35 (The Cost of Discipleship) 

x This event happens at some point after the previous story (not still at the Pharisee’s 
house), as Jesus is now back to traveling and a large number of people are with him. 

x This section echoes Luke 9:23-27, when Jesus turned to a crowd and talked about the 
cost of following him. 

x Jesus gives several distinct but related teachings. 
o You cannot follow Jesus if you do not hate your parents, spouse, children, 

siblings, and yourself (14:15-27). 
� By hate, Jesus does not mean “feel intense dislike for.” Rather, he means 

that they must be willing to forsake their families for the sake of the 
kingdom. 

� You can’t use family responsibilities to avoid obedience.37 See Luke 
9:59-62 for more on this. 

                                                                                                                                                                           

34 Justo L. González, Luke, Belief: A Theological Commentary on the Bible (Louisville: WJK Press, 2010), 
181. 

35 González, 181. 

36 N.T. Wright, Luke for Everyone (Louisville: WJK Press, 2004), 179. 

37 González, 181. 
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o If you don’t carry your cross and follow Jesus, you can’t be his disciple. 
� Jesus is not calling his followers to do anything he wouldn’t (or didn’t) 

do. 
� The call to crucifixion is difficult, but Jesus means it. It’s a hard teaching, 

but the one doing the teaching is willing himself to be crucified. 
� This is why we shouldn’t quickly explain away other hard teachings of 

Jesus, like not retaliating against one who harms us (Matt. 5:38-39). 
x Jesus calls his followers to crucifixion, and he means just that. He 

can make that demand because he himself practiced it. 
x Jesus calls his followers to turn the other cheek to an attacker, 

and he means just that. He can make that demand because he 
himself practiced it. 

o If you build a tower, you’ll make sure you have the finances to complete the job 
before you even start (14:28-30). 

� If you have to stop halfway through, you’ll be ridiculed. 
� The point is that following Jesus must be a calculated, well-thought-out 

decision, so that you know what you’re getting into. 
o If a king goes to war, and he knows his army will be outnumbered, he’ll obviously 

assess whether he should even begin a battle in such a state (14:31-33). 
o Concrete teaching: “Those...who do not give up everything…cannot be [Jesus’] 

disciples” (14:33). 
o Salt that loses its taste is useless and is thrown out (14:34). 

� Don’t be a disciple that is “salty” at the beginning but who then loses 
saltiness because you didn’t count the cost at the beginning. 

x Did you have to give up anything to follow Jesus? Is there more to this list than 
sinful habits we often list? What about possessions? What about family? 

o Jesus here is not asking people to name specific sinful behaviors 
to stop (although that is a part of conversion, too). He’s asking 
them to forsake an otherwise good thing: family. 

Application 
x What are opportunities for us to invite the “poor, crippled, blind, and lame” to be with 

us? What are some concrete steps we can take to do that? 
x As we teach about Jesus, how can we help people make calculated decisions 

o without burdening them too much when they’re on fire to learn 
more about Jesus?  

o while still giving them an accurate picture of what being a disciple 
will cost them? 

x If you were talking to a soon-to-be convert to Christianity, how do you think this text 
would have you counsel them? 

Next Week’s Text 
Luke 15:1-32 

  


