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LESSON 13 
Luke 11:1-54 

Information for Teacher 
We’ll study selected portions of Luke 11 in this lesson because of the length of the chapter. It’s 
better to study a few things well than many things poorly. 

Opening Discussion 
x Name a prayer in the Bible that has been meaningful or helpful to you as a model. 

Introduction 
Even though Jesus and his disciples are now resolutely on their way to Jerusalem, Luke now 
takes an extended pause in the action to offer us a broad glimpse at some more teachings of 
Jesus. The journey toward Jerusalem won’t resume in full until chapter 22. 

The Biblical Text 
Luke 11:1-13 (The Prayer of Jesus and His Followers) 

x We know this best as the “Lord’s Prayer” and we are probably more familiar with the 
version in Matt. 6:9-13. 

x Jesus is responding to a request from one of his disciples who wants Jesus to teach 
them how to pray. 

o Jesus doesn’t respond with instructions on proper attitude when praying; he 
responds with actual words to pray. 

x Jesus then answers with a prayer. This version is noticeably shorter than Matthew’s 
version, but as we have done with other parallel passages, we’ll examine Luke’s version 
on its own terms. 

o Hallowed be your name 
o Your kingdom come 

� In a historical/literal sense, praying for God’s kingdom to come meant the 
emergence of the Messiah figure who would usher in a new era of God’s 
reign. 
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� In a broader sense, the kingdom of God is within us (Luke 17:20-21). So 
this statement asks for God’s reign to be established in the hearts of his 
people. 

o Give us each day our daily bread 
� We recognize that even our mundane daily provisions come from God. 
� We shun an attitude of self-sufficiency that ignores God. 

o Forgive us because we forgive others 
� Giving forgiveness and getting forgiveness are tied together. 
� Matthew writes “forgive us as we forgive others.” Luke writes “forgive us 

because/for we forgive others.” For Luke, receiving God’s forgiveness is a 
result of us forgiving others. (For Matthew, it’s more “forgive us in the 
same way we forgive others”). 

o Lead us not into temptation 
x Ringe writes that this prayer is “appropriate for those living with frequent famine, 

undependable harvests, and economic exploitation of the poor.”25 
x Jesus now gives some commentary on prayer in general. 

o He tells a story of an urgent midnight need: 
� You go to a friend at midnight to ask for some bread for an unexpected 

guest. 
� Your friend sends you away, telling you that you are disturbing him. 
� But because of your persistence/boldness, he will indeed give it to you. 

o Note that in this story, you are asking for something for someone else, not 
yourself. 

o Jesus then makes a bold statement: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened” 
(11:9-10). 

o Jesus ends with another hypothetical situation: Who gives a child a snake when 
the child asks for a fish? Who gives a scorpion when asked for an egg? If parents 
know how to give good gifts to children, how much more will God give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask? 

� The phrase “Holy Spirit” is key.  
� We can’t take this to mean God always gives whatever we ask for. Jesus 

is particularly talking about asking for the Holy Spirit. 

x What does it mean for God’s kingdom to be established with our hearts? 
x In the story of the midnight request for bread, why does the sleepy friend finally give 

the bread? 
x Why do we cringe at pesky persistence in prayer? 
x In this story, the asker had to set aside his prestige and pride and go beg for bread in 

the middle of the night. In what ways might we need to ask God in this kind of way? 

                                                      

25 Sharon H. Ringe, Luke, Westminster Bible Companion (Louisville: WJK Press, 1995), 163. 
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x Re: Jesus’ statement about ask, seek, knock: What is the relationship between our 
initiative and God’s actions? 

Luke 11:37-54 (Woe to the Pharisees and Experts) 

x Jesus goes to eat with a Pharisee after speaking publicly. 
o This is a Pharisee who is somewhat open to Jesus’ teaching; otherwise he would 

have shunned Jesus. 
o Jesus has eaten with Pharisees before, and as usual, these situations bring out 

interesting conversations. 
x Jesus does not wash before the meal and the Pharisee is “surprised.” 

o The Pharisee isn’t upset because Jesus has poor hygiene. 
o He is upset because Jesus does not engage in the prescribed ritual cleansing that 

should take place before a meal. 
x Jesus detects the criticism and launches into an outright attack on the Pharisees. 

o They clean the outside but are full of greed and wickedness on the inside (39-
41). 

� God made the outside and inside; God is Lord of both. 
� Give food to the poor – that’s what will make them (the Pharisees) clean! 

o They give God a tenth of mint, rue, and herbs, but they neglect justice and love 
(42). 

� This isn’t an either/or. Jesus wants them to do both! 
x Pay attention to their tithing 
x AND administer justice 

o They want the places of prominence in their synagogues and in marketplace 
greetings (43). 

o They are like unmarked graves that people unwittingly walk over (44). 
� This would make people ritually unclean without them knowing it. 
� The Pharisees are contaminating society without society knowing it. 

x One legal expert expresses his offense at Jesus’ teaching. Jesus is insulting them! 
x Jesus doesn’t apologize; rather, he keeps going! 

o They load people down with burdens (laws and restrictions) but they don’t help 
people carry them out (46). 

o They build tombs to honor the prophets that their ancestors killed (47-51). The 
irony is thick! 

� The blood of Abel to Zechariah (51) refers to the first and last deaths in 
the OT. 

x Abel in Gen 4:8 
x Zechariah in 2 Chron 24:20-21 

o In the Hebrew version of the Old Testament (with which 
the Pharisees would have been familiar), 2 Chronicles was 
the last book. 

x In other words, Jesus is holding the Pharisees responsible for all 
the unjust deaths in the Old Testament. 

o They have taken away the key to knowledge. They haven’t entered into 
knowledge themselves, but they have blocked those who do want to enter. 
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x Craddock boils this section down to three criticisms:26 
o The Pharisees are giving meticulous care to legal details but neglecting God’s 

justice and love. 
o The Pharisees are coveting attention and pride of place. 
o The Pharisees are hidden contaminators of the nation’s life. 

x Craddock writes that the Pharisees here have “lost the capacity for self-criticism.”27 
Have we done that in some ways? How? 

x Craddock also writes that the Pharisees are “burdening others while claiming 
personal exemption.” In what ways do we do that?28 

Application 
x In what ways do we (perhaps unwittingly) proclaim our self-sufficiency instead of our 

reliance on God? 
x In what ways do we sometimes try to weasel out of forgiving others? 
x How often do we ask God for what others need in addition to or instead of what we 

want/need? 
x What changes should we begin to make in our prayer life after reading Jesus’ model 

prayer? 
x For each “woe” Jesus lists, discuss ways the church must avoid falling into those 

traps. 
x For each woe, list the opposite action (i.e., what actions would receive Jesus’ 

blessing instead of his condemnation?). 

Next Week’s Text 
Luke 12:1-13:35 

  

                                                      

26 Fred Craddock, Luke, Interpretation (Louisville: WJK Press, 1991), 159. 

27 Craddock, 159. 

28 Craddock, 159. 


