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LESSON 11 
Luke 9:51-10:24 

Opening Discussion 
x Share a personal situation where you were asked to do something only to find out 

that the task was more than you bargained for. 

Introduction 
Jesus has completed his final ministry in Galilee and is now resolutely heading towards 
Jerusalem and the Passover which will result in his suffering, death and resurrection. By using 
the phrase "He set his face" (9:51), Luke establishes Jesus’ resolve to go on this journey, and 
everything from now on will point in this direction. 

The Biblical Text 
Luke 9:51-62 (Counting the Cost) 

x The text begins by telling us that Jesus “resolutely set out for [set his face toward] 
Jerusalem.” 

x He sends messengers ahead to Samaria to prepare for him. (They are Jesus’ “advance 
team.”) 

x Jesus and his group are not welcomed in Samaria. 
o Samaritans and Jews had a tense relationship. Both believed the other group to 

be apostates. Each thought their own people were the “true” worshipers. 
o Since he was headed for Jerusalem, they were skeptical of him. 

x Jesus’ disciples want to call down fire from heaven as revenge for the Samaritans’ 
unwillingness to be hospitable, but Jesus declines. 

o This foreshadows Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan – a scummy apostate 
who turns out to be the example of true neighborliness – an offensive story 
indeed! 
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o González writes, “The presumed orthodoxy of the Samaritans leads them to 
inhospitality for those who disagree with them. The higher orthodoxy of Jesus 
prevents his disciples from responding in kind.”15 

x In this passage are three statements from three different individuals recorded by Luke. 
o On the road, one man declares boldly that he will follow Jesus wherever he goes. 

� This resulted in Jesus' declaration that "Foxes have holes, and birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head" 
(9:58). 

� In other words, it is not cushy to follow Jesus. It’s not a life of luxury. So a 
bold declaration of discipleship needs to be an informed declaration. 
Does this man know what he’s getting into? 

o Next are two stories that are near parallel in structure to each other.   
� In both there is an invitation/petition to follow Jesus (9:59, 61) 
� In both there is a proposal to delay discipleship until something is 

accomplished first (9:59b, 61b). 
� In both there is a reference to the Kingdom of God included in the 

rejection of the proposal to delay (9:60, 62). 
� The first man wanted to wait until his father was buried. 
� The second man wanted to go home to say goodbye to his father and 

mother. 
x This kind of request was granted to Elisha by Elijah upon being 

called to prophetic ministry (1 Kgs 19:19-21). 
x One would assume that the requests by these individuals were not necessarily 

unreasonable.  After all, the law indicated that one should honor his/her father and 
mother.  Would it not be reasonable for these individuals to want to take care of family 
business first? 

o But, in the first instance:  if the man's father is already dead, then one would 
assume that the son is already making burial preparations.  Therefore, the 
intent of the man may have been to delay following Jesus until after his father 
was dead and buried. If his father is still alive, this could have been a multi-year 
delay. 

o Jesus was on his way to complete his mission.  There was no time left. 
o In using the term “kingdom of God” in his answers, Jesus indicated that being his 

follower in the kingdom requires a person to re-order his/her priorities: God 
first, family second, individual last. 

o Both men us the term ‘Lord.”  They recognize Jesus as a person of preeminence. 
But they both want to delay their obedience. 

x What obligations, even some that are reasonable, are keeping you from being fully 
devoted to following Jesus? 

x Discuss this motto: faith over family. 
x Discuss this idea: you are either fully with Jesus or you are not with him at all. 

                                                      

15 Justo L. González, Luke, Belief: A Theological Commentary (Louisville: WJK Press, 2010), 133. 
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x González writes, “The cross that [Jesus’] disciples are to take so they can follow 
Jesus is not some magnificent final act of valor or obedience; it is a difficult walk 
that leads through denial and abandonment.”16 What is your response to this? 

Luke 10:1-24 (Sending the Seventy [or Seventy-Two]) 

x Before reading this passage, ask the class to recall and list the dos and don’ts from 
last week (9:3-5) when Jesus sent out his disciples (e.g., what to take and not take, 
how to receive hospitality, etc.) 

x Textual note: some translations say seventy-two; others say seventy. Both numbers 
have evidence for them textually and symbolically (70 recalls Moses and the 70 elders 
[Num. 11:16, 25] and can also represent the 70 surrounding Gentile nations, and 72 
allows for 6 people from each of the 12 tribes), and in the end, the exact number is not 
important. 

x Jesus commissions this group as workers in a harvest. 
x This is the last chance for the surrounding regions to hear the message of Jesus before 

Jesus goes to Jerusalem to die. 
x Jesus gives some dos and don’ts here: 

o Do not take a purse or bag. 
o Do not take sandals. 
o Do not greet anyone on the road. 
o Say “peace” when entering a house. 
o Eat and drink whatever your hosts give you. 
o Do not move around from house to house. 
o Tell people, “The Kingdom of God has come near to you.” 
o To unwelcoming towns, say, “Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet 

as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The Kingdom of God has come near.” 

x What similarities (both in particular items and in overall themes) do you notice in this 
list and the one from last week? 

x What does the phrase “the Kingdom of God has come near” mean? 
x How do these list items increase reliance on God? 

x Jesus pronounces judgment on certain towns that are likely to reject him (or that 
already rejected him). Chorazin and Bethsaida, Jewish strongholds, are stubborn in their 
opposition, whereas Jesus knows that Tyre and Sidon, Gentile cities, would receive him 
better. 

o Again, Jesus highlights one of his themes and missions: taking the message of the 
Kingdom to the outsiders, with the result that the insiders (Jews) are left out 
while the outsiders (Gentiles) get it! 

x Jesus reminds his followers not to take things personally, either with pride when things 
go well or with rejection when things go badly. 

                                                      

16 González, 134. 
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o People are ultimately not rejecting the messengers; they are rejecting Jesus 
himself. 

x The mission goes well after all! (10:17) 
x Jesus reacts with joy! He quotes from traditions associated with Isa. 14:4-23 and Ezek. 

28:1-19, announcing the defeat of Satan and the disciples’ authority over snakes and 
scorpions (representatives of the demonic realm). 

o N.T. Wright explains the Satan reference this way: the word satan “appears in 
Scripture as the Director of Public Prosecutions in God’s heavenly council (Job 
1:6-12; 2:1-7; Zech. 3:1-2). At some point he seems to have overstepped the 
role, not only bringing unfounded accusations, but inciting people to do things 
for which he can then accuse them. Finally, in flagrant rebellion against God and 
his plans of salvation for the world, the satan17 seeks to pervert, distort, and 
overthrow Israel, the chosen bearers of God’s promise, and to turn aside Israel’s 
true Messiah from his task…Jesus’ task is therefore not simply to teach people a 
new way of life; not simply to offer a new depth of spirituality; not simply to 
enable them to go to heaven after death. Jesus’ task is to defeat the satan, to 
break his power, to win the decisive victory which will open the way to God’s 
new creation in which evil, and even death itself, will be banished.”18 

x The disciples should not rejoice in their power, but in their salvation (10:20). 
x Jesus prays to God and is thankful that the message is getting out, albeit not to the 

likely candidates. The wise and learned Jews are being left out, while the little children 
(Gentiles) are receiving the message of the Kingdom. 

x In what ways do we take spiritual things personally (both pridefully when they go 
well, and with rejection when they go poorly)? 

x In what ways are we tempted to rejoice in our power rather than in our salvation? 

Application 
x What do you need to leave behind today to follow Jesus? 
x What are a few excuses you have used in your faith journey to weasel out of 

belonging fully to Jesus? 
x Today, who might be the wise and learned? Who are the little children? 

Next Week’s Text 
Luke 10:25-11:13 

  

                                                      

17 In the OT, “satan” always appears with the definite article (e.g., “the satan”), so it’s more of a position 
or title than the actual name of a being. 

18 N.T. Wright, Luke for Everyone (Louisville: WJK Press, 2004), 124. 


