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LESSON 8 
Luke 8:1-21 

Opening Discussion 
x Describe the worst experience you have had trying to share the gospel. 

Introduction 
Jesus is continuing his ministry, and today’s text features a pause in the action to return to 
some of the teachings of Jesus. This is Luke’s first time to record a parable. Ben Witherington III 
defines parables as “comparisons or comparative illustrations that could be used…for 
persuading someone about something.”11 He also notes that parables are usually drawn from 
common experience. So we might say that parables are stories or illustrations that draw on 
common experience to teach or persuade. 

But before we get to this first parable, we need to find out a little about who was supporting 
Jesus’ ministry. 

The Biblical Text 
Luke 8:1-3 (Supporters of Jesus’ Ministry) 

x Luke tells us Jesus is traveling from town to town preaching. 
x His companions include 

o The Twelve (apostles) 
o Women who had been cured of diseases 

� Mary Magdalene (from whom seven demons had come out) 
x The Biblical text never tells us Mary Magdalene was a prostitute, 

though tradition has held this view. It is possible, but unfounded 
in the text. She had been demon-possessed, though. 

� Joanna wife of Chuza (Herod’s house manager) 
� Susanna 

                                                      

11 Ben Witherington III, The Gospel of Mark: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
2001),  161. 
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� Many others 
x These women were financial backers of Jesus’ ministry. 

o Card points out that it was not unusual for rabbis to have female supporters. The 
scandalous part here is that Jesus takes them out on the road with him. Most 
rabbis didn’t speak to or acknowledge women in public!12 

x This is important when we remember that more than the other gospel writers, Luke is 
careful to include women and point out their place in Jesus’ ministry, whether as those 
who support it (Iike these women) or as those who receive the benefits of it (women 
who are healed or women to whom Jesus pays special attention, like the woman in Luke 
7:36-50). 

x Talk about some women you think have blessed some ministry in some way. What 
gifts and talents did they bring to the table? 

Luke 8:4-15 (Parable of the Sower)13 

x As we see happen often, a large crowd gathers around Jesus. These are people from all 
over. 

x Jesus uses this moment to teach, telling a story about a farmer sowing seed. 
x This image would have been much more common and familiar to them than it is to us. 
x Here is a summary of the parable: 

Location Result Interpretation 

Path Trampled; birds ate it up Heard, but devil took away message 

Rocky ground Withered because of no 
moisture 

Receive message with joy, but message 
doesn’t take root; fall away 

Thorns Choked Hear, but choked by life’s worries, 
riches, and pleasures; do not mature 

Good soil Crop 100x what was sown Hear and retain word because of a 
noble and pure heart 

 
x Jesus first tells only the information in the first two columns. He does not interpret it for 

the audience. He simply ends with “whoever has ears to hear, let him hear” (8:8). 
x His disciples, confused, ask him the meaning. 

                                                      

12 Michael Card, Luke: The Gospel of Amazement (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011), 108. 

13 In contrast to how we normally refer to this parable, this should probably be called the parable of the 
soils rather than the sower, because we too often focus on the sower and how to be a good sower rather than the 
true message: how to be good soil. 
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x Jesus does not often clearly explain his parables, but here he does – but only to them, 
not to the whole crowd. 

o The crowd might physically see and hear but they will not internalize the 
message and understand it (8:10). 

x What is the lesson of this parable? 
o Some class members may say that we just need to scatter the 

“seed” all over, knowing that sometimes it will have a good result, 
and sometimes it won’t. This is certainly true. 

o It’s likely that the message Jesus is trying to convey here is this: 
“Be the good surface. Be the kind of surface that is receptive to the 
seed and not the kind that allows it to die or get choked.”  

o Jesus knows his teachings will have a diverse audience, and he 
wants his hearers to be the kind that let the word sink in. So the 
parable is less about “being a good sower” and more about “being 
a good surface.” 

x Thinking of yourself as a surface: 
o What kinds of messages or styles of communication cause you to 

behave like the path (hearing, but having the devil take it away)? 
o Like the rocky ground? 
o Like the weed-infested ground? 
o Like the good soil? 

x When you first heard the gospel, what kind of surface were you? 
x What kind of surface are you most often when you hear the sermon preached each 

Sunday? 
x Discuss Jesus’ statement that seeds falling on good soil yield a return 100 times 

greater than the amount sown (8:8). 
x Can you think of other categories of surface that fit this parable? 
x If you were retelling this parable today, are there some other comparisons you would 

use that are more current? 

Luke 8:16-21 (Lamps and Jesus’ Family) 

x Jesus uses the image of a hidden lit lamp to point out the absurdity of keeping the 
work God is doing hidden. 

o God is doing a new thing through Jesus, and nothing can stop it. 
o Card writes, “Jesus’ closing statement [after the parable of the sower/soils] 

about the lamp appears to sum up the entire process we have just witnessed: 
what is obvious to some is being hidden from others. Jesus has just lit the lamp, 
and he intends that it be put on a stand so that everyone who comes in will see 
the light.”14 

x Pausing from the teaching, Luke tells us that Jesus’ mother and brothers come to hear 
Jesus, but they can’t get close. 

                                                      

14 Card, 111. 
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x When someone tells Jesus his mother and brothers are close but can’t get to him, Jesus 
says that his mother and brothers are actually those who hear and put into practice 
God’s word (like the good soil he mentioned in 8:8 and 8:15). 

x The ones who truly listen (and act accordingly) are now Jesus’ real family. Hearers and 
doers are now brothers and mothers. 

x Do we do things – intentionally or unintentionally – to keep the work of God hidden? 
x Why do some people understand the gospel and others do not? 
x What does this story say about the value of our church family? 
x How might Jesus’ statement about mothers and brothers actually be comforting to 

converts who have left  - or been rejected by – family to follow Jesus? 

Application 
x Who are some female unsung heroes whom you could recognize for their gifts to 

ministry? 
x How do you cultivate yourself to become the good soil? 
x What things pull you to be the other three surfaces?  

o How can you eliminate them?  
o For what things can you pray to help this process? 

x Jesus talks about the importance of hearing and doing. 
o What does it look like to hear and not do? 
o What about doing but not hearing (those who are passionate and 

who are doing many things but not taking time to hear and study 
the message)? 

Next Week’s Text 
Luke 8:22-56 

  


